
Dear Parents and Guardians,

The Churchville-Chili Central School 
District prides itself in providing a safe 
learning environment for its students 
and staff. This includes both online and 
in-person tools that support instruction as 
well as social, emotional well-being. This 
year, with students spending more time 

online remotely, we want to share some specific reminders 
regarding internet safety as well as other health and wellness 
resources. The next few pages provide important information 
that will assist all of us in supporting the district goals of 
fostering social, emotional, and physical well-being in our 
school community and sustaining a safe and secure school 
environment. 

At the beginning of the school year we asked students, 
parents and staff to complete a needs assessment survey to 
aid us in providing the appropriate social, emotional support 
to our students and staff. The results of the three surveys, 
some of which can be found on page 4, are being used by 
our administrative staff, instructional leaders and mental 
health team members to develop activities and opportunities 
for students and staff, whether in-person or online.

When it comes to online safety, we are seeing an increase of 
students using online gaming and chat sites to connect with 
friends. However, this access also comes with risks and the 
potential exposure to inappropriate content, cyberbullying 
and online predators. 

Many Internet service providers (ISPs) have parent-control 
options that allow you to restrict your child’s access to adult 
material. You can also obtain software that helps block 
access to sites and prevents sharing personal information 
online. Other programs can monitor and track online activity. 
More about the dangers of online gaming and instant 
messaging can be found on page 2.

Finally, we continue to address the dangers of vaping and 
the increased use by our students. More information specific 
to our high school can be found on page 3. 

In closing, thank you to our students, staff and families 
for working together to help reopen our schools this past 
September, and remain open throughout the past several 
months. 

Sincerely, 

Lori Orologio 
Superintendent of Schools

December 2020
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NEWS & VIEWS What’s Inside:
• Protecting student privacy
• Dangers of vaping

• Mental health and wellness
• Excited to be back to school

• 2020 Athletic Hall of Fame
• Reinventing the Arts

This year’s Board Recognition celebration may not have been as 
exuberant as usual, but the thanks are no less heartfelt. On Oct. 27, 
dedicated board members Dr. Cheryl Repass, Kathleen Dillon, Kristen 
Brumbaugh, Mike Grabowski, Steve Hogan, Michael Iacucci, Jonathan 
Payne, Leon Tucker and Amy Wilson were honored by student 
representatives from our elementary, middle and high schools.

Chestnut Ridge School students offered virtual highlights from their 
exciting musical production of Disney’s “The Jungle Book KIDS.” 
Fifth-graders recorded their recent explorations of science and the 
properties of matter, demonstrating recent changes in NYS science 
learning standards. 

The evening ended with the presentation of original student artwork 
to board members. This year, artists were from the high school and 
several were on hand to share the moment. 

Thank you Board members!



The Children's Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) helps protect 
kids younger than 13 when they are online. It is designed to prevent 
someone from getting a child's personal information without a parent’s 
knowledge and approval. COPPA requires websites to explain their 
privacy policies and get parental consent before collecting or using 
a child's personal information, such as a name, address or phone 
number.

We encourage you to talk with your child about the potential danger 
of using apps and games to talk with people they don’t know 
personally. Ask your children who they interact with online, the sites 
they visit, what accounts they have, games they are playing, and apps 
they are using. It is also important to review his or her profile together 
to ensure there is no personal and identifiable information.

Also, watch for warning signs of a child targeted by an online predator. 
These can include:

• spending long hours online, especially at night.

• phone calls from people you don't know.

• unsolicited gifts arriving in the mail.

• your child suddenly turning off the computer when you walk 
into the room.

• withdrawal from family life and reluctance to discuss online 
activities.

We encourage you to establish rules and guidelines to ensure the 
safety of your child while on the internet. Here is a listing of suggested 
safety tips.

• Never post or trade personal pictures.

• Use only a screen name, and do not share passwords (other 
than with parents).

• Never agree to get together in person with anyone met online 
without parent approval and/or supervision.

• Never respond to a threatening email, message, post or text.

• Always tell a parent or other trusted adult about any 
communication or conversation that was scary or hurtful.

• Don’t send inappropriate messages.

 o Don’t share or ask for revealing images.

 o Don’t give out your name, address, the name of your 
school or any information about yourself or your family.

 o Be honest about your age.

 o Don’t give anyone your passwords.

 o Have a different password for each account.

 o Don’t post a picture of yourself without your parents’ 
permission.

 o Don’t talk to strangers on the internet.

 o If you’re talking to someone online and they make you 
uncomfortable, stop talking to them and tell an adult 
immediately.

 o If you have any questions about anything you see online, 
ask an adult.

 o Use privacy settings.

 o Limit access to your location.

 o Don’t share the personal information of others.

 o Don’t add people to your friends list that you don’t 
know.

 o Block strangers that may try to contact you.

• Block anyone who sends you an inappropriate message.

 o Choose who sees your posts and stories by keeping your 
account private.

 o Report any abuse, bullying, harassment or 
impersonation.

 o Don’t play games with people you don’t know in real life.

 o Always ask a parent before downloading or playing a 
game.

 o If a stranger joins your game, don’t engage.

If you have questions or would like more information, please visit our 
website  www.cccsd.org/SafetyandSecurityCorner.aspx and/or contact 
Director of School Safety and Security, William Sanborn, at  
wsanborn@cccsd.org.

Internet safety 

Thank you FRESPA!
Fairbanks Road 
Elementary School Parents 
Association has generously 
purchased 10 balance 
bikes to help teach our 
kindergarteners how to 
ride a bike. They also have 
supplied helmets and 
cleaning equipment. The 
organization is applying 
for a grant through ALL KIDS BIKE and beginning a fundraising 
drive to get 20 additional bikes. Please contact FRESPA if you 
would like to contribute to this awesome initiative.
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We have many programs in place to address these concerns through 
education and prevention. Middle and high school curriculum 
in FACS and Health classes address decision making with drugs, 
alcohol and tobacco. Teachers also bring in guest speakers, 
including our Drug and Alcohol Counselor, Director of Safety and 
Security and School Resource Officer. 

Other proactive steps we are taking with middle and high school 
students include: 

• Red Ribbon Week announcements and education in high 
school geared toward vape usage and making healthy choices

• Vape Detectors in our high school bathrooms to increase our 
ability to provide timely interventions to students using these 
products

• Vaping Education Program for students created by our Drug 
and Alcohol Counselor in order to provide education and 
counseling for any student who violates the code of conduct 
with a vaping offense 

• Individual counseling with Drug and Alcohol Counselor to 
discuss decision-making, progression of use and tools to quit 

• Displays in the middle and high schools with information 
regarding “The Truth About Vaping” 

Both the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention are working tirelessly to investigate the 
distressing incidents of severe respiratory illness associated with use of 
vaping products. If you are concerned your child may be vaping and 
would like further assistance, please contact their school counselor.

Last year, 985 Churchville-Chili high school students participated in 
the Monroe County Youth Risk Behavior Survey. Listed below are 
some of the responses specific to e-cigarette and vape product use in 
our high school. 

At Churchville-Chili, 38.63% of students said they have used an 
e-cigarette or vape product (compared to Monroe County 35%) and 
4.5% said they used an e-cigarette or vape product before age 13 
(compared to Monroe County 4%). 24.13% of our students had used 
an e-cigarette or vape product on one or more of the past 30 days 

(compared to Monroe County 23%). At Churchville-Chili, 38.63% 
of students said they have used an e-cigarette or vape product 
(compared to Monroe County 35%) and 4.5% said they used an 
e-cigarette or vape product before age 13 (compared to Monroe 
County 4%). 24.13% of our students had used an e-cigarette or vape 
product on one or more of the past 30 days (compared to Monroe 
County 23%).

The table below shows the main reason students reported that they 
use e-cigarettes or vape products:

Main Reason Monroe County Churchville-Chili

To get a nicotine buzz 21% 15.10%

To relax or de-stress 20% 14.83%

My friends use them 16% 13.46%

To do tricks of make shapes with the vapor 12% 8.24%

I like the flavors 9% 4.6%

I can’t quit/I crave them 3% 1.64%

To try to quit using other tobacco products 1% 1.37%

They are less harmful than other tobacco products 1% 1.09%

Safety Awareness: Vaping 
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As students, teachers and families adjust to the radical changes in 
education this year, they face many new challenges. The district’s 
Mental Health team has been at the forefront of identifying and 
addressing the impacts these changes are having on the Churchville-
Chili learning community’s mental and physical health.

“We determined early on that our focus had to be on student 
social-emotional health first, followed by academics,” said Director 
of Pupil Services Nicole Neal. “Teachers began the year by building 
welcoming relationships with students who are learning through the 
hybrid model and those who are fully remote. Teachers and staff, 
as well as administrators, assessed individual needs of students 
and helped them manage complex emotions. After last spring’s 
shutdown, there are a lot of important academic gaps to fill; however, 
to do that successfully, students have to feel safe and connected 
first.”

“We’ve also been doing more individual outreach to students who 
are struggling with remote learning, and to their families,” she said. 
“This includes phone calls, Zoom meetings, home visits or whatever 
it takes to find solutions to help them. Issues can range from no Wi-Fi 
at home, struggles with study skills, difficulties managing stress and 
anxiety or a need for technical training. By any measure, this is not a 
normal year, and we are here to help.”

In addition, the district is taking full advantage of its partnership 
with the University of Rochester. Experts from the university provide 
consultation on customized learning plans for individual students. 
They’ve supplied training for teachers on understanding mental 
health.  In addition, Partners in Restorative Initiatives (PIRI) has 
trained several staff members on using restorative practices and 
circles to build relationships and understanding in their classrooms.

To address the needs of our teachers, Wellness Wednesdays 
nurture a positive outlook and provide professional development 
opportunities. Once a week, staff members participate in activities 
that combine collaboration, exercise, mindfulness or fun. The 
supportive peer community being created is helping to identify 
and address educational and social needs, and build great learning 
environments for all. 

Earlier this school year, members of our district community 
responded to a Needs Assessment Survey. About 300 parents of 
students in grades K-6, 1,129 students in grades 7-12, and 200 staff 
members participated. Our Student Wellness Advisory Committee 
is currently working to ensure that going forward, these needs are 
addressed by any new plans or initiatives. 

• Remote learning is the top concern for grades K-6 parents 
(38%) and grades 7-12 students (30%), with the lack of 
engagement being a close second, at 25% for each group. For 
teachers, the greatest concerns are connecting with students 
(28%) and managing remote learning (26%).

• School is perceived as a relatively safe environment. Many 
members of our community feel safe at school: grades 7-12 
students (49%) and grades K-6 parents (65%). For teachers, 
31% feel safe, with about 27% feeling a need for increased 
health and safety procedures. 

• The majority (87.6%) of grades 7-12 students feel that they 
have a trusted adult they can talk to about their concerns. A 
positive sign is that grades K-6 parents mainly agree with that 
assessment (90%). Connecting with that remaining 10-13% of 
students remains a top goal for our counselors and teachers.

Managing stress is a challenge for all of us, but there were some 
great recommendations offered about how to best manage it. About 
a third of our staff are finding exercise to be a positive tool and 
students in grades 7-12 are using a wide variety of tools, including 
music, friends, organization, exercise, sports and relaxing to stay 
grounded.

“Working together as a school community is the key to ensuring 
student success, especially during a difficult time like this,” said Neal. 
“Our teachers, administrators and staff members have really given 
110% to building relationships with students and making them feel 
safe and comfortable. In addition, our students and their parents 
have been remarkable with supporting this new way of learning. 
We will continue to support our school community and provide the 
resources they need if they are facing difficulties with their social-
emotional well-being as we move forward.”

Staying grounded in a year of change

Top concerns regarding student mental health/
wellness upon return to school
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Families in the Churchville-Chili Central School District have 
another exciting resource for active, healthy fun: the new 
8-lane pool at the Senior High School Athletic Center. Opened 
in October 2020, the facility is available to the community 
during selected school off-hours through Continuing 
Education Program classes for youth and adults. Evening 
courses include Parent and Child Swim and Water Walking, 
with more to come as the program grows. There is also a 
special time for Family Open Swim, along with reserved lanes 
for lap swim. The schedule and registration is available at:  
www.cccsd.org/ContinuingEducation

Swimmers must pre-register for all activities and classes. 
Lap Swim and Family Open Swim are free and open to 
Churchville-Chili residents only; all other classes are fee-
based, with Resident and Non-Resident pricing. 

The district is taking great care to make the classes fun and 
keep community members safe. Visitors are greeted before 
entering and directed to the family locker room and showers. 
Only swimmers who have pre-registered are allowed inside 
the aquatic center and are asked to follow guidelines for 
mask wearing and social distancing. There are a limited 
number of swimmers allowed in the pool at any given time.

A strong community partnership in Churchville-Chili

The new concession stand at the 
stadium opened in October. While 
there was reduced attendance due 
to current safety restrictions, Saints 
Sports Booster Club Inc. President, 
Kim Sinicropi said fans really enjoyed 
the layout as it greatly improved the 
customer experience.  

The additional funding for the Phase 
V project was secured by New York 
State Assemblymember Harry Bronson 
in the spring of 2019 with construction 
beginning this past March. The new 
facility includes storage and ADA 
compliant restrooms. 

Stadium Concession Stand

5

theLINK Where learning leads to a lifetime of opportunities...

http://www.cccsd.org/ContinuingEducation


While our hallways are less crowded and our classrooms include 
remote learners joining from home, our students, teachers and 
staff have embraced new safety protocols and learning models this 
year. Here are some of our favorite photos from first day around 
our schools - enjoy!

Embracing our new normal
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2020 College Board National Recognition Programs Scholars
Churchville-Chili High School seniors Shelby Bulbulian, Ryan 
Hewitson, Audrey Kohlman and Jon LeFrois have achieved the 
designation of College Board National Recognition Programs Scholars 
for 2020. The honor is given to students who took the Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) in 
2019, scored in the top 2.5%, and attend school in a rural area or 
small town and/or identify as African American, Indigenous, Hispanic 
American or Latinx. Students also must have earned a cumulative GPA 
of 3.5 or higher by the middle of their junior year. 

Principal Scott Wilson said, “Colleges and universities are searching 
for talented, high-achieving students like them. This recognition of 
their academic success will help their applications stand out and open 
up more opportunities.” 

Each of the four seniors received an award letter and certificate for 
excellence in academic achievement that they can include in their 
college and scholarship applications.

The College Board is a not-for-profit organization that connects 
students to college success and opportunity, made up of over 6,000 
of the world’s leading educational institutions. The College Board 
National Recognition Programs (CBRP) create pathways to college 
for students from underrepresented communities by awarding 
them academic honors and connecting them with universities and 
scholarship programs across the country. 

College Board National Recognition Programs Scholars with Churchville-Chili 
High School Principal Scott Wilson (center), (l-r) Shelby Bulbulian, Audrey 
Kohlman, Jon LeFrois and Ryan Hewitson.

The Triple C Awards honor students, volunteers, teachers and staff members who exemplify our district’s core beliefs 
and who go above and beyond to make our schools great environments for learning. 

Triple C Award Winners 

At the Middle School 

Students (l-r) Trevor Caldwell, Roman Parker, Amanda Conner, Bailey 
Zehr, Natalia Mistretta, Sophie Wanck-Kann, Ariana Mistretta, Moises 
Fernandez, Riley Marra, Annabelle Houlihan, Murphy Pynn.

At Fairbanks Road School 

Students (l-r) Gavin Smith, Braden Smith, Riveigh Finch, Ethan 
Dolce, Aubrie Pier, Joslyn Robinson, Azmira Maull, and Staff 
Members Dan Hunt, Josie Buscemi, Nelson Buscemi.
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When COVID-19 hit, the Churchville-Chili Central School District was 
ready. Thanks to years of forward-thinking school board decisions and 
unfailing community support, every student in grades 1-12 already 
had their own 1:1 digital device, and kindergarteners quickly received 
new Chromebooks. The instructional coaching team had already 
been busy helping teachers explore and utilize digital hardware 
and learning software, like Google Classroom. Students at all grade 
levels were well-trained in good digital citizenship. With this solid 
foundation and spring’s experience with all-remote learning, the 
district quickly transitioned to a successful hybrid learning model for 
the 2020-21 school year.

Teachers and staff hit the ground running, preparing themselves with 
a series of professional development videos that offered practical 
strategies for online classrooms. Teacher leaders, five from each 
school level, spent three days over the summer building new tools 

for student-centered hybrid learning. They created basic lesson 
templates for ELA, math, science and social studies as guides for 
what hybrid classrooms could look like. Resources and training was 
made available to parents on our website. Teachers reached out to 
local daycare providers with tips and training so they, too, could help 
support our students.

District instructional coaches – Andrea Lynch, Megan Hugg, Jen Loria, 
Lisa Zesnick and Kim Giancursio – have been sources of incredible 
expertise and support. The coaches and our Instructional Leaders 
are working with individual teachers to personalize the templates 
for their own lesson plans. And the innovation hasn’t stopped: every 
Wednesday, our committed educators come together virtually to 
collaborate and test different options, like pre-recorded lessons. It’s 
been a year to reimagine education and find better ways to support 
our students during challenging times.

Positioned for success

CRS student and teacher demonstrate a principle to classmates viewing remotely. Classmates, half in-person and the others remote, learn synchronously at FRS 
using online meeting technologies.

How many schools are lucky enough to have a nature center right 
next door? The Chestnut Ridge Nature Center and its five hiking 
trails sits just behind Chestnut Ridge Elementary School, and 
teachers are taking full advantage of the special resource. 

Physical Education teacher Brooke Elnicky said, “We’re trying to 
provide a greater variety of learning environments and opportunities 
for our students this year due to COVID-19. We’ve been going 

outside as much as possible, into 
the playground and our ‘outdoor 
gymnasium.’ The Nature Center is a 
perfect addition for exploring.”

Elnicky and fellow PE teacher Greg 
Kincaid, along with CRS Assistant 
Principal Jennifer Dixon, led their classes 
on short, one-mile hikes along narrow 
trails through bushes, trees, grasses and 
flowers in October. Rules were laid out 
before entering the woods: students 
learned safe hiking procedures and were 
encouraged to respect the trail and not 
to damage the plants or any animal or 
insect life. Everyone was reminded to 
stay healthy by social distancing and 
keeping their masks on.

Kindergarteners and first-graders 
were appropriately awed by their 
adventure. Jae’Lah couldn’t wait 
to start. “This looks like it’s going 
to be fun!” she said. Victoria was 
also ready to investigate nature 
– “This is a big jungle!” Third- 
and fourth-graders were a little 
more experienced. Hayden was 
familiar with the trail “because I 
used to come here with my Boy 
Scout troop.” Addison and Olivia 
had hiked other local trails, and 
enjoyed comparing them. 

The PE teachers were happy with 
all the enthusiasm for healthy 
activity and learning. Elnicky said, 
“We are definitely planning on 
heading out to the Nature Center 
more often during this school 
year. We’ll want to take a look to 
see how the trails change with the 
different seasons.”  

Fresh air, exercise and fun at CRS
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Churchville-Chili High School varsity lacrosse player Patrick Mitchell 
has signed a National Letter of Intent to play for Canisius College’s 
NCAA Division I Golden Griffins lacrosse team in Buffalo, NY. 
The high school held a small signing ceremony on November 23, 
attended by Mitchell and his family, along with Athletic Director 
Michael Murray and Coach Cubby Chalmers.

Midfielder Mitchell has been on the Saints varsity lacrosse team 
since his freshman year. In his sophomore year in the 2019 season, 
Mitchell was named first team All-County. He had 34 goals and 26 
assists; totaling 61 points. He also had 66 ground balls, which is 10th 
all-time in Churchville-Chili school history for most ground balls in 
one season.

Athletic Director Michael Murray said, “Patrick’s junior season would 
have been this past spring in 2020 but it was fully cancelled due to 
COVID-19. Had that season been played, he would have been on 

track for similar or better numbers than he had in 10th grade. This 
would have landed him in the top 10 all-time in school history for 
most career assists. If he had played his junior and senior seasons in 
full, he would likely have cracked our top 10 in several categories.”

Lacrosse midfielder Patrick Mitchell  
commits to Canisius College 

Senior Patrick Mitchell (center) celebrates his signed commitment to play for 
Canisius College with his parents, Gina and Brad Mitchell.

2020 Athletic Hall of Fame 
Churchville-Chili High School will welcome four new members to its 
Athletic Hall of Fame this year. Also, for the first time, a varsity team has 
been chosen for the recognition. (Our annual Induction Ceremony has 
been postponed due to COVID-19. We hope to reschedule soon.) The 
2020 inductees, honored for their accomplishments and contributions to 
the Saints’ athletics program are: 

• Gary Boyce – Coach. Gary Boyce coached varsity boys cross 
country for 17 years and was the first coach in school history for 
varsity girls cross country. During his tenure, he led the Saints 
boys cross country team to three division titles in 1981, 1982 and 
1999 and four Section V titles in 1982, 1999, 2001 and 2002. 
He guided the 1982 boys cross country team to a 19-0 record 
and second-place in NYS finals. Coach Boyce was named 2001 
Section V Class A boys cross country Coach of the Year and holds 
the school record for most coaching wins in boys cross country 
with 207.

• Mary Pat Dewey – Coach. Mary Pat Dewey coached the varsity 
softball team for 20 years and varsity girls basketball for 13 years. 
She accrued the most wins for a coach in girls basketball school 
history with 156 and also in softball with 204. She was named 
Monroe County girls basketball Coach of the Year four times; 
Monroe County softball Coach of the Year twice; and AGR girls 
basketball Coach of the Year in 1998. She piloted Saints softball 
to division titles in 1997 and 2004 and to the Section V Class AA 
title in 2004. Coach Dewey was the YAC Advisor to the school’s 
first Unified Basketball team. She assisted in all aspects of this 
sport during the first five years of its existence. Her direction 
helped lead Churchville-Chili to be recognized by NYSPHSAA 
and Special Olympics for having one of the best-run programs in 
the state. 

• Luke Pavone – Class of 2013. Luke Pavone is one of the best 
soccer players in Saints school history. As a three-year varsity 
soccer player, he was named 1st team All County in 2011 and 
2012, Monroe County Division II Co-Player of the Year in 2012. 

He was chosen for the Section V Class AA All-Tournament team 
and Section V Senior All-Star game in 2012. He was a 1st team 
AGR and 5th team All-State selection in 2012. He played soccer 
for the University of Massachusetts before transferring to Buffalo 
State College where he was 1st team All-SUNYAC in 2015 and 
2017, 3rd team NSCAA All-East Region in 2015, United Soccer 
Coaches 2nd team All-American in 2017, and United Soccer 
Coaches 1st team All- East Region in 2017.  
Following college, Pavone played professional soccer for the 
second division league in Israel. In 2019, he signed with, and 
is currently still playing for, the Richmond Kickers in the USL 
professional soccer league.

• Leslie Troup – Class of 1987. Leslie Troup was a highly talented 
three-sport athlete in volleyball, basketball and softball; she 
earned 1st team All County honors in all three sports. She set 
many school records that still stand today, including highest 
batting average in one season at .667 in 1987, highest career 
batting average at .542, most career homeruns with 14, most hits 
in one season with 50 in 1986, most career hits with 123, most 
career RBI with 98, and most career runs with 95.  
Troup played volleyball and softball at Genesee Community 
College and then at SUNY Brockport, where she was a two-
time All-SUNYAC and All-State selection in softball and 
helped lead the Golden Eagles to both the SUNYAC and State 
Championships in 1991. Her many accolades led her to be 
inducted into SUNY Brockport Athletic Hall of Fame.

• 2003 Boys Varsity Volleyball Team. This team of 16 outstanding 
athletes were coached by Joe Eschberger and went fully 
undefeated at 24-0. They were Monroe County Division champs, 
the #1 seed in Section V Class A, won the Section V Class A 
title, and became New York state regional champions. The team 
members were: Peter Bartell, James Clar, Chris DeHority, Colin 
Dooling, Michael Fink, Brian Kelvie, Randy Mathews, Zach Owen, 
Eric Palumbo, Brian Rebman, Andrew Reff, Jeremy Rossignolo, 
Bryan Saeva, Chris Shekell, Keven Speares and Andrew Zess.
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Wellness Wednesdays
It’s easy to forget the importance of self-care in staying healthy. 
Churchville-Chili’s Wellness Wednesdays program is a reminder to 
take a little time every week to simply relax and engage in self-
care. In as little as 30 minutes, teachers and staff can try something 
different, learn a new skill, share an outside interest. There have 
been mini-classes in gardening, first aid, running, walking, line 
dancing and making masks. Meditation, yoga and stress-relieving 
techniques have also been options. 

There are three categories of weekly activities: physical, social-
emotional health and learning. The range of offerings has expanded 
as more staff have volunteered to share their own specialties and 

interests. Classes can be in-person or via Zoom, at a variety of times 
and in different locations, so more people can participate.

“As educators, we need to take care of our own social-emotional 
health so we can be there for our students,” said Director of 
Curriculum, Assessment and Professional Development Sue Witter. 
“Wellness Wednesdays gives our school community a chance to 
take a break and unwind for a few minutes. Participation is growing. 
More volunteers are stepping up to lead sessions. People are 
finding that even a little time spent taking care of themselves has 
big benefits for health.”

Churchville-Chili art teacher Anne 
Clancy has been named Region 2 
Art Educator of the Year for 2020 
by the New York State Art Teachers 
Association (NYSATA). Clancy 
teaches students in grades K-4 at 
Churchville Elementary School and 
also leads an Advanced Studio 
Art class for eighth-graders at the 
Middle School.

Director of Fine Arts Jeffrey Smith 
said, “Anne’s ability to both 
motivate her students and inspire 
her colleagues makes her an 
invaluable asset to our department 
and district. The thought, care and detail that Anne puts into her 
teaching is evident in the incredible work her students generate, the 
strong relationships that she builds, and the meaningful connections 
that she makes. During this unprecedented time, I have been inspired 
and motivated by Anne’s ability and willingness to go above and 
beyond, to try new things, and to adapt and change with a positive 
attitude.”

Churchville Elementary music teacher 
Judy Dubin said, “Anne is a passionate 
advocate for art education, and is 
strong in her conviction that making art 
is fundamental to the development of 
all children. Her warmth and boundless 
energy create a caring, nurturing and 
exciting classroom environment where 
students love to be. Throughout the year, 
Anne opens her art room to our faculty 
after school to spend time together 
creating projects, encouraging her 
colleagues to nurture their inner artist. She 
works tirelessly to help make our school a 
joyful place to be, and to make each adult 
and child feel important and special.”  

Clancy has been teaching art at the district since 2008. She holds 
both bachelor’s and master’s degrees in art from Nazareth College, 
and has taught art in both Rochester Catholic Diocese and Rochester 
City schools during a distinguished career. She is a member of Region 
2 NYSATA and has been active in advancing art education in the 
area. Her personal artwork focuses on mixed media, fused glass and 
painting. 

“It is the student artists that inspire me,” she said. “I love to watch the 
expressions on their faces when they discover something new, the way 
they think, plan and arrange their artwork and put it  all together to 
make it their own, and especially the way they want to share about their 
experience and why what they made matters.”

“I hope that I am encouraging my students to think like artists and 
develop their ideas to communicate with others in a visual way. I hope 
that they will want to learn about the world of art, and will develop a 
deep and meaningful understanding of our world and how art is the 
thread that connects us all together. I hope that they will grow to love 
art as I do.”

NYSATA Regional Art Educator of the Year

(Photos of CES art students were taken by teacher Anne Clancy.)
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Given their emphasis 
on in-person 
participation and 
performance, fine and 
performing arts classes 
face greater challenges 
with hybrid learning 
and COVID-19 safety 
guidelines than most 
other subject areas. 
Luckily, in our district, 
no other teachers and 
students are more 
qualified to innovate 
creatively. 

“In the end, these teachers are all incredible creative problem 
solvers,” said Churchville-Chili’s Director of Fine Arts Jeffrey Smith. 
“It comes down to looking at the curriculum in terms of the learning 
objectives and the standards, and then completely rethinking and 
reimagining how we deliver it.”

Smith has met regularly with small groups of teachers, based on 
subject and grade level, since the summer. He says there is a feeling 
of teamwork and the mindset has always been “whatever we’ve 
got to do to best serve our students and families.” For instance, 
after the staff reviewed a recent study of bioaerosol emissions in the 
performing arts, created by Colorado State University, dedicated 
music teachers spent the first weeks of school sewing more than 200 
double-layer bell covers for wind instruments to mitigate aerosols 
emitted through the sound holes (bells) of the instruments. Their labor 
of love is keeping our musicians safer, along with the use of special 
masks with mouthpiece slits and 12-foot distancing requirements.

“Despite the many challenges, our teachers see this year as an 
opportunity,” said Smith. “A chance to make things new and fun and 
to continue to instill a love of art and music in our students. They feel 
it would be a disservice to students to just take what we used to do 
and try to plug it into this new model. Teachers are finding new ways, 
exploring new tools, setting new priorities - all of which will continue 
to benefit our students when we get to the other side.”

• Grades K-4 music teachers are using tools like QuaverMusic™, 
an online standards-based teaching resource, to connect with 
students on remote learning days when musical instruments 
are not accessible. 

• Art teachers are thoughtfully creating remote lessons that 
include easily-accessed materials, like markers, crayons and 
colored pencils, for working at home; clay, paint, and less 
common mediums are reserved for class days where students 
use hand sanitizer and gloves before sharing materials. 

• High school ceramic projects have been scaled down in size. 
Artists use special plastic boxes to transport work back and 
forth from school. At home, ingenious artists use found tools to 
carve and shape their clay. 

• Digital art teachers and administrators are collaborating with 
the district’s technology team to find alternative web-based 
solutions for graphics programs that adhere to NYS’s student 
privacy laws.

• In digital music classes, students sign out iPads and compose 
music remotely with a program called GarageBand. 

The idea of “adapt and change” is key. “Initially, we didn’t think it 
would be engaging for an ensemble student to sit in front of their 
computer and play their instrument remotely during a rehearsal,” said 
Smith. “However, students told us they really liked being connected 
like that, playing and being able to see the rest of the band and the 
director on Zoom. Teachers changed their plans because of what 
students told them. We are all learning.”

 “The most important goals we have this year are not necessarily 
instructional,” said Smith. “They are about creating connectedness and 
community for our students. We have the ability as artists and musicians 
to help students navigate complicated thoughts and emotions in a 
singularly unique way. Everything we’re doing this year gives students 
the opportunity to express themselves and connect. For this and many 
other reasons, the Arts have never been more important.” 

The Arts reinvented and reimagined

Socially-distanced vocalists in the high 
school auditorium.

Senior Ryan Dick demonstrates the special mask and custom-made bell 
cover instrumentalists are using throughout the district. Social distancing in the Senior HS Wind Ensemble.

11

theLINK Where learning leads to a lifetime of opportunities...



Churchville-Chili Central Schools
139 Fairbanks Road
Churchville, New York 14428

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Rochester NY

Permit No. 289

Board  
of Education

Dr. Cheryl Repass,  
President

Kathleen Dillon,  
Vice-President

Kristen Brumbaugh

Mike Grabowski 

Steve Hogan 

Michael Iacucci

Jonathan Payne

Leon Tucker 

Amy Wilson

Superintendent  
of Schools
Lori Orologio

Assistant  
Superintendent 
for Business  
Services
Frank Nardone, CPA

 

Assistant  
Superintendent for 
Instruction
Giulio Bosco

Assistant  
Superintendent for 
Human Resources
Larry Vito

Graphic Designer
Shannon Sweeney

Communication 
Coordinator and 
Assistant to  
Superintendent 
Amanda Puleo

Communication 
Specialist
Chris Klem

The Link is  
published bimonthly 
by the Churchville-Chili 
Central School District 
for district residents. 

Churchville-Chili transitioning to 
online registration

The district is in the process of transitioning to an online registration system for both 
kindergarten and new students. Parents will begin the registration process online, 
followed by a scheduled in-person appointment with the registrar to complete the 
registration. As a reminder, children must be 5 years old on or before Dec. 1, 2021 to 
be eligible for enrollment in kindergarten in September 2021. 

Access to the new process will be available beginning in mid-December and found on 
the registration page of the district website at www.cccsd.org/Registration.

Annual reminder for emergency 
closings
When hazardous weather requires us to close school buildings or delay school on any 
given day, there are several ways we inform families. School closings and delayed 
starting times are announced over local radio (WHAM 1180) and television stations 
(Rochester TV channels 8, 9, 10 and 13). Parents should listen to these stations and 
check the district website at www.cccsd.org, app, Twitter account - @CCCSDtweets 
- and the Churchville-Chili Central School District Facebook page for detailed 
information. If no report is heard or posted, it can be assumed the schools are in 
session and are opening on time.

The district will also continue to utilize the Instant Connect notification system. Instant 
Connect enables administration to record, schedule, send and track personal voice 
messages to thousands of parents and staff members at the same time.

The district uses the information in our Student Management System (Infinite Campus) 
to contact multiple phone numbers for each family simultaneously. To correct contact 
information for your family, call the District Registrar at 293-1800 ext. 2041.

USDA extends  
National School Lunch 

Program through  
June 2021

What you need to know:
• All in-person and remote students eat free!

 o In-person: get to-go breakfast and 
lunch in your school cafeteria Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday

 o All students on remote days: get 
to-go meals at Middle School Door 
24, 10:30 a.m.- 12:15 p.m., Every 
weekday, including Wednesday

• USDA program runs the entire 2020-21 
school year

• Pre-order remote meals online at:  
https://www.cccsd.org/NutritionalServices.aspx

http://www.cccsd.org/Registration.
http://www.cccsd.org
https://www.cccsd.org/NutritionalServices.aspx

