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• Churchville-Chili Class of 2021 Graduation
• Triple C Award Winners

• NHS Teacher of the Year: Joanne Votsis
• Honors for Outstanding Athletes

• Kindness in Action at CES
• A Celebration of Pets

Dear community,

We are busy planning and preparing for a full 
reopening, five days a week for all students, 
and we are excited about welcoming 
students back to our schools on Wednesday, 
September 8. Each week leading up to that 
first day, we will be sending a district update 

and posting the latest information on our website. 

We use multiple communication tools and platforms to stay 
connected with parents, staff and our greater school community, 
so that we can share information quickly and communicate 
effectively. In addition to our Link Community Newsletter 
and district website, we utilize Instant Connect pre-recorded 
phone calls, eNews email alerts, and social media to keep you 
informed throughout the school year. 

Please take a moment to download, enroll in, or subscribe to 
these communication tools to receive district updates. Visit the 
district website at www.cccsd.org to subscribe to eNews to 
receive ongoing district communication via email, and sign up 
for our Infinite Campus Parent Portal, which provides access 
to grades, attendance, important information about student 
accounts and more. 

Our elementary schools will continue to use the PikMyKid App 
for student drop-off and pick-up. Parents and guardians with 
elementary children who plan to provide transportation for their 
child should download the PikMyKid app from your app store and 
create an account. The Stopfinder Communications App, available 
in mid-August, will allow you to access your child’s bus schedule, 
review live updates when there is a situation affecting your child’s 
bus or scheduled bus times, and submit transportation forms, 
making it easier to request necessary changes.

And finally, to be sure you receive important information and 
updates, please be sure to contact the registrar at  
registrar@cccsd.org or 585-293-1800 extension 2041, if you have 
changed your phone number, email address or home address. 

We look forward to staying connected and bringing everyone 
back together again this fall.

Sincerely, 

Lori Orologio 
Superintendent of Schools
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New York State requires us to conduct testing of lead levels in drinking water every five years. In the spring, we tested 
over 300 fixtures known to be used for water consumption. Of those, 14 fixtures did not meet the N.Y. State Education 
Department threshold of 15ppb (parts per billion). Those fixtures were located in the following buildings:

Building/Location Numbers of fixtures above 15 PPB

Main Campus (High School, 
Middle Schools North and South) 

3

Chestnut Ridge Elementary School 4

Churchville Elementary School 1

Fairbanks Road Elementary School 6

Immediate action was taken by turning off the water supply or placing a “hand washing only” sign on the affected fixtures. 
Remediation of these fixtures include replacement, permanent removal, systematic flushing or adding point of use filters. 
Upon successful retesting, the fixtures will be placed back in service.

Lead Testing Results 



In this time like no other, Churchville-Chili graduates 
can be especially proud of their many achievements. 
We came together to recognize and honor the Class 
of 2021 on June 26 at RIT’s Gordon Field House. The 
simple joy of celebrating this moment of promise with 

family, friends and community took on a very special meaning this year. 

Joyful music was the centerpiece of the ceremony. It was provided 
throughout by talented members of the Senior High Bands and 
Senior Choir, along with many outstanding senior vocalists. The 
traditional procession of new graduates was welcomed in by 
members of the Bands, which was pre-recorded and conducted 
by Allison Chipman. The Senior Choir, conducted by Erik Reinhart, 
performed “The Star Spangled Banner,” and the Alma Mater, 
“Saints Pride,” was presented by vocalists Noah Bader, Zoe Benz, 
Madilyn Hopkins, Katie Thomas, Elijah Weider and Carson Wohlers. 

After welcomes by Executive Principal Scott Wilson and 
Superintendent Lori Orologio, Delaney Carroll performed  
“This Time;” Margaret Comfort, Zoe Benz and Madilyn Hopkins, 
accompanied by pianist Noah Bader, performed “The Climb;” and the 
Senior Choir, along with pianist Bader, shared “This is the Moment.” 

The featured Student 
Address was given by 
Audrey Kohlman.

Wilson presented the 
class to Dr. Cheryl 
Repass, president 
of the Board of 
Education, who 
accepted them. 
After diplomas 
were awarded, the 
Bands, conducted by 
Stephanie Bezon, performed “Coronation March”  
as the new graduates ended their formal evening.

Congratulations to our extraordinarily strong, resilient, hardworking, 
kind and caring Class of 2021. We wish you joy for the future.

Everyone turns to each other and it all but seems

Each person has bright eyes again.

-From “Coming of Age” by Rex Woodfield

Churchville-Chili Class of 2021 Graduation

Seniors Laiba Qadeer and Kaitlyn Sipes were recognized for citizenship, 
scholarship, leadership, character, responsibility and service.

Faculty Award Winners Outstanding Senior Award

Molly Morano earned the Superintendent’s Outstanding Senior Award. 
She is a positive example to peers and was chosen by Superintendent 
Lori Orologio.

Goals
 Commitment to
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Triple C Award Winners
The Churchville-Chili Triple C Awards honor students, community 
members and staff who exemplify our district’s core beliefs and who go 
above and beyond to make our schools great environments for learning.

Churchville Elementary School

Congratulations to our 2021 CES Triple C winners: Fourth-graders (l-r, front) 
Isabella Storie, Joshua Bennett, Rylie Antinore and Grant Pastecki.  
(l-r, back) Director of Curriculum, Assessments and Professional Development 
Renee Mulrooney and CES Principal David Johnson join award winners CES 
Secretary Gina Schultz and parent Lily Maira.  

Chestnut Ridge Elementary School

Congratulations to our 2021 CRS Triple C winners with Principal Kim Hale and Vice 
Principal Jennifer Dixon (l-r) Athena Capuano, Evan Lamb, Sabrina Zazzara, Callie 
Chalmers, Kristina Swan and Michael Fedele.

Ninth Grade Academy / Sr. High School

Congratulations to our 2021 NGA and SHS Triple C winners with (far left) Asst. 
Principals Jason Cline and Christie DeWald and (far right) Principal Scott Wilson and 
Asst. Principal Steven Colabufo: (l-r) Julie Walsh, Laiba Qadeer, Chiara Terranova, 
Caleb Bailey and Christopher Jodoin.

District 

Congratulations to our 2021 District-wide winners - our Information Technology 
(IT) team! (l-r) Kelsey Brimacomb, Monica Boxx, Derek VanDenHandel, Beth 
Mineti, Laurie Kastner, Cindy Skirment, present but not pictured – Joe Harmon, 
(not present: Jim Brahaney, Rasheen Butler, Jason Engh, Todd Fusilli, Jack 
Gudonis, Mike Rivoli, Fran Schmidt and Alison Steinmiller)

Tenure
(Front, l-r) Suzanne Cimino, Abigail Bristol, Kathleen Andres, 
Elizabeth Johnson, Christie DeWald, Scott Wilson and 
Nicole Livingston-Neal.

(Back, l-r) Meredith Nevins, Christina Quinn, Brittany 
Fitzgerald and Paula Schneider.

(Not present: Bethany Allen, Stephanie Bezon, Kelly Bosco, 
Jeremy Burchell, Valerie Carter, Laurel DePaul, Christopher 
Fiala, Timothy Fowler, Kathleen Hartwig, Kristen Kellogg, 
Kelly Kostek, Kaitlin Krahmer, Jennifer Mannara, Lindsey 
Salvas, Rebecca Sullivan, Aimee Wade and Chelsea Wahl)

25, 30 and 35 Years
(l-r) Patti Saucke, Steve Cortese, Margaret Walker and 
Pete Tabone (25 years) and Aaron Twigg (30 years) 

(Not present: 25 Years – Jennifer Brush, Jacqueline 
Farrell, Sean Jessop, Kim Law, Josette Martin, Elizabeth 
McHugh, Jodi Philipps, Jason Rees, Marjorie Rudy, 
Karla Simpson-Lapp, Derek VanDenHandel. 30 Years – 
Greg Kincaid. 35 Years – Viella Wilkins)

We were proud to honor many outstanding teachers and staff members for their service  
at the annual Employee Recognition Night. Thank you for your dedication to our district 
and our students.

Employee 
Recognition

2021 Retirees
(Front, l-r) Mimi Rague, Tish Juergens, 
Kevin Bruton, Sandy Iacucci, Mary 
Ellen Yehl and Debbie Westcott.

(Back, l-r) Tommy Campopiano, 
Sue Witter, Carolyn O’Brien, Karen 
Wumkes, Robert Juba, Gene 
Ehrmentraut, Jackie Magiera, Kristina 
Swan, Lisa Wagner, Valerie Barnard, 
Debby Spyra, Chris Davis, Lori 
Osgood, and Irene Glenkowski. 

(Not present: Nancy Amory, June Clare, Joseph DelleFave, Deb DelleFave, Heidi Feenstra, 
Laura Geraci-Speis, Sheila Hopkins, Kim Law, Daniel Marlowe, Mary Polimeni, Susan Prevost, 
Cynthia Pritchard, Germaine Pugliese, Milton Earl Sellers, Karla Simpson-Lapp, Tomislav 
Stefanovic, Susanne Vail, Sharon Widger, Cynthia Yunker)
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Graduating at the top of their class with GPAs of 97 or above: (in alphabetical order) 
Adrianna  Agnello, Noah Bader, Riley Bauer, Zoe Benz, Adriana Croce, Elisabeth 
Daley, Kaila Fagan, Brennan Fingler, Ryan Hewitson, Noah Jenkins, Audrey Kohlman, 
Jon LeFrois, Michael Lipari, Samuel Lyon, Leah Marron, Nicole Mathewson, Keegan 
Metcalfe, Molly Morano, Chau Nguyen-Ho, Evelyn Patterson, Sara Reeners, Madison 
Sassone, Heather Shields, Kaitlyn Sipes, Kayla Storie, Jaida Ward, Leah Ward, Rex 
Woodfield, Juliana Zampatori, Madison Zielke, Morgan Zielke.

Honoring 2021 Summa 
Cum Laude Recipients 

2021 Senior Decision Day
Nothing can stop our seniors on the way to bright futures in 
college, the workforce, the military or whatever path they choose 
to follow. Congratulations to all of our new graduates!

NHS Teacher of the Year: 
Joanne Votsis

The Churchville-Chili Senior High School 
chapter of National Honor Society has 
selected French teacher Joanne Votsis 
as the 2020-21 Teacher of the Year. 
Votsis, who has shared her passion for 
languages with students at the SHS for 
23 years, currently teaches French II, 
French IV, French V and MCC dual credit 
French. The NHS honor is very special 
for any teacher, as the recognition 
comes directly from students.

Thank You!
The Board of Education and Superintendent Orologio 
acknowledge and thank our bargaining units. Their 
representatives were presented with a proclamation at 
the June 22 BOE meeting, recognizing them for their 
collaboration during the pandemic in providing a safe, 
clean, healthy environment, providing meals for our 
families in need, safely transporting our students and 
ensuring a continuity of learning. Our bargaining units’ 
responses were positive, immediate and encompassed 
the use of existing and new technology and hardware, and 
often required support outside of the normal day.

Proclamations were accepted by the following individuals 
on behalf of their bargaining units: (l-r) Dan Hunt, 
Maintenance Association President; Kathy Occhioni, CCEA 
President; Sue Clar, UPSEU Transportation Unit Chief 
Steward; Dave Johnson, CAG President; Kelli Kloch and 
Sue Keisidis, Nurses Association President and President 
Elect; Derek VanDenHandel, Civil Service Administrators 
President; Cindy Skirment, CCPA President.
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Honors for Outstanding Athletes

Caleb Bailey (soccer, football, tennis) and 
Mikayla Shipley (soccer, basketball, lacrosse) 
were recognized at the Athletics Awards 
ceremony in June, along with many other 
outstanding Saints.

2021 Athletes of the Year 

Jacob Calus and Hannah Shipley received this 
year’s Career Athlete Awards.

2021 Career Athletes 

Our own Section V All-Tournament Team member Jaycee 
Karelus will join D’Youville College’s NCAA Division II 
Saints Women’s Volleyball Team this fall.

2020 All-County Cross Country/Track and Field pick 
Keegan Metcalfe will run cross country for the Quinnipiac 
University Division I Bobcats. In addition, he received the 
Thomas M. Nichols Scholarship Award from the Rochester 
Americans Hockey Club, honoring his achievements as a 
member of the Saints’ hockey team.

Saints Athletic Signings

Thank you to everyone who made this another great year on the courts for Unified 
Basketball. Masks didn’t keep your love and positivity from shining through. 

The Hard Work Behind the Scenes
If you saw the dance recital this past June, you know the talented performers 
made their graceful movements, athletic leaps and stunning dance routines seem 
effortless. Here’s a behind the scenes look at the dedication, commitment and 
exhaustive practice that went into that recital.

Unified Basketball

Senior Citizens of Riga (SCOR) Scholarships are given to 
two seniors in the Music Department, one vocal and one 
instrumental, who plan to attend an institution of 
higher learning. Congratulations to: 

Vocal - Katie Thomas
Instrumental - Ryan Dick 

2021 SCOR  
scholarship winners

Goals
 Commitment to
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The inspiration for a great learning project at Churchville Elementary 
School started with “Just My Luck,” a novel by Cammie McGovern 
about Benny, a very kind fourth-grader who feels like nothing in his 
life is going right. School Media Specialist Kathleen Andres knew her 
fourth-grade readers would identify with the book’s hero, who has a 
complicated life and a passion for creating stop-motion movies with 
LEGO® bricks.

The idea for the project began there, with the goal of combining 
reading, making stop-motion movies with LEGO, and teaching 
kindness. With the help of a multitude of collaborators, a memorable 
learning experience for CES students was created. The first step 
in the process, said Andres, was to call Monroe 2-Orleans BOCES 
Instructional Media Specialist Lindsay Neumire for a crash course in 
working with stop-motion and video editing. 

“Lindsay was so encouraging, I decided to go for it,” said Andres. “The 
fourth-grade teachers were excited about the project. LEGO donations 
started coming in from CES colleagues, friends, family members and 

neighbors. I also contacted 
representatives at the LEGO 
Group. Amazingly, Jennifer 
MacDonald from LEGO 
responded. She and four 
other representatives (Anne 
Morris, Victoria Kuropatkin, 
Molly Martin and Emilie 
Stinson Nosovic) worked to 

donate 68 green LEGO base plates and several small 
packs of LEGO bricks for our project.”  

During weekly visits to all the fourth-grade classrooms, Andres and 
her students read and dissected the novel, then story-boarded each 
student’s movie ideas. Each movie had to include an act of kindness 
between the minifigures, corresponding with a major theme in the 
novel. Students used Chromebooks, stock video, WeVideo editing 
software, the donated LEGO materials, and a few props at school 
or at home to make their stop-motion movies. Each movie was a 
complete story told in a minute or less. 

CES movie makers then reached out to Cammie McGovern herself, 
sharing their love for Benny and links to some of their videos. 
Impressed, McGovern kindly offered to meet with them via Zoom on 
June 8. She spoke about her writing process and answered questions. 
As a special treat, McGovern’s son, who also loves LEGOs, joined the 
discussion about the students’ 
animation work.

Check out a couple movies 
and their messages of 
kindness: The Runaway Cat 
by Rylie https://www.wevideo.
com/view/2154760889 and 
Bad Robot by Christian B. 
https://www.wevideo.com/
view/2154808421

Kindness in Action at CES

Back to the Beginning
The Class of 2021 headed back to the elementary school hallways where it 
all started for them during this year’s March of the Senior Saints. They were 
welcomed back to CES, CRS and FRS with shy smiles and high-fives from 
future graduates and favorite ex-teachers.

Students meet with author Cammie McGovern 
via online presentation. Student animating LEGO figurines.

Learner-Centered 
Principles

 Commitment to
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Many beloved best friends (of the feline and canine 
persuasions) were immortalized in art by our talented eighth-
grade students this past June. From Beanie, Buttercup and 
Baxter to Avery, Bluebelle and Maximus – all these furry favorites had original 
portraits created. It was art for a good cause: pet parents received beautiful 
paintings and happily made generous donations to support less fortunate 
four-legged companions at Lollypop Farm. 

“The idea behind this project was not only to extend students’ art 
experience but to help to foster a spirit of giving and create a sense of 
connectedness between students and adults as part of the MS community,” 
said art teacher Charmagne Dodd.

Teachers and staff members were invited to submit photos of their pets. 
Students could choose to paint their own pets or one of the volunteers. 
Then the hard work and inspiration began, as each pet personality took 
shape in paint.

Student Cody Khuns took on the challenge of painting Beanie, a black dog “and 
making him look realistic.” He was inspired by the project. He said, “I plan to 
continue with art and for one of my classes next year I signed up for studio art.”

Emma Lessord said, “I liked that we got to capture the essence of the 
animal we were painting in our own way. I thought it was a great idea 
because my work went towards a good cause.”

Kora Leupold said, “I learned a lot about painting. I think that it is an 
amazing idea and I’m glad I was a part of it.”

Artists Melissa Jong and Addison Harpole got a special treat when their 
subject, miniature dachshund Baxter Smith, made an in-person appearance 
with his people (Fine Arts Director Jeff Smith and his wife).  

Many of the original portraits were on display in the MS Library before going 
home with proud pet parents. Students received a color copy of the artwork 
for their own portfolios.

A Celebration of Pets

Melissa Jong with Baxter.Cody Khuns with Beanie.

Portrait subject Baxter and his dad visit with fans at the MS.

NYSATA Region 2 
Student Art Exhibit

We’re proud to acknowledge these talented 
young artists whose work was included in the 2021 
New York State Art Teachers Association (NYSATA) 
Region 2 Student Art Exhibit:

• Middle School (art teacher Anne Clancy): 
Annabelle Houlihan (gr. 8), Jessica Sushko (gr. 8)

• CES (art teacher Anne Clancy): Emma Ferrari 
(gr. 4), Mya Downey (gr. 2)

• CRS (art teacher Ariana D’Angelo): Athena 
Capuano (gr. 4), Julia Long (gr. 3), Surina Kohli 
(gr. 2), Lucas Lopez (gr. 2)

• FRS (art teacher Gretchen Foehner): Trevin 
Emerson (gr. 2), Naomi Iang (gr. 2), Addy 
Lapp (gr. 2), Katiya Miller (g. 2)

Art Around Our Schools
Collaboration and 
Creativity at FRS
Together is better! Inspired by 
reading the history of the Statue of 
Liberty (“Her Right Foot” by Dave 
Eggers) young artists, working 
together, created artwork celebrating 
the statue and the country it 
represents. “Each student became 
part of the decision-making process 
and added their own unique creative 
contributions to the artwork,” said 
teacher Gretchen Foehner. “Each 
addition was essential to the whole vision. Sharing their 
accomplishments helps young artists build self-confidence.” 
See the video at  https://www.cccsd.org/FRSLiberty

Art student Julia Long at CRS

Learner-Centered 
Principles

 Commitment to

7

theLINK Where learning leads to a lifetime of opportunities...



Board  
of Education

Dr. Cheryl Repass,  
President

Kathleen Dillon,  
Vice-President

Kristen Brumbaugh

Mike Grabowski 

Steve Hogan 

Michael Iacucci

Alycia Nagle

Jonathan Payne

Amy Wilson

Superintendent  
of Schools
Lori Orologio

Assistant  
Superintendent 
for Business  
Services
Frank Nardone, CPA

Assistant  
Superintendent for 
Instruction
Giulio Bosco

Assistant  
Superintendent for 
Human Resources
Larry Vito

Graphic Designer
Shannon Sweeney

Communication 
Coordinator and 
Assistant to  
Superintendent 
Amanda Puleo

Communication 
Specialist
Chris Klem

The Link is  
published bimonthly 
by the Churchville-Chili 
Central School District 
for district residents. 

Save the Date!
Celebrate 

Churchville-Chili 
Sept. 10, 2021 

at 5:30 p.m.

2020-21 BOE Student 
Representative

Sincere thanks to Kaitlyn Sipes (here with Board President Dr. Cheryl Repass and 
Superintendent Lori Orologio). Sipes’ role has been vital in keeping the Board 

connected to issues important to our students.  

Wanted:  
Literacy Volunteers

A literacy volunteer can be anyone — a 
parent or grandparent, young or old. If you 
have an hour or two a week and the desire 
to share knowledge with elementary school 
students, we need your help. Please contact 
Program Coordinator Wilma Richardson at 
(585) 589-2373 or wrichardson@cccsd.org. 
Information is also available in the main 
offices of the elementary schools (Please 
note: The district follows all safety guidelines 
related to volunteering in the classroom.)

FREE
ADMISSION


