
Churchville-Chili 
Class of  2018 

Graduation

The long-awaited strains of  “Pomp and Circumstance,” performed 
by members of  Churchville-Chili’s high school bands, signaled the 
end of  high school and the beginning of  the future for almost 350 
new graduates. As the Class of  2018 filed into RIT’s Gordon Field 
House on June 23, proud families, parents and friends did their 
best to capture the moment in their hearts. It had been such a long 
journey from that very first day of  school, so many years ago.

The class was introduced by Executive Principal Scott Wilson and 
attendees were welcomed by Superintendent Lori Orologio. Beautiful 
addresses full of  hope and inspiration were given by Valedictorian 
Hannah Sheehan and Salutatorian Connor Wooding. But it was a 
clearly a night of  music, of  voices and instruments raised in joy and 
anticipation of  life beyond high school. 

Senior Jaylah Wilson opened with “That’s What Friends Are For.” 
The Senior Choir, conducted by Erik Reinhart, performed an 
amazing version of  “This Is Me” from the musical “The Greatest 
Showman.” Seniors Helena Buttons and Donnie Woodard, 
accompanied by pianist Karen Marsh, closed the musical program 
with “Goodbye” from “Catch Me If  You Can.”

Wilson then proudly presented the class to Board of  Education 
President Dr. Cheryl Repass, who accepted them. Each class member 
then crossed the stage to receive their diploma from Dr. Repass, who 
was joined by Ms. Orologio and Mr. Wilson.

Formal commencement ceremonies concluded with “Coronation 
March” played by band members and conducted by Kevin Mead. We 
congratulate all of  our 2018 Saints. We were honored to spend time 
together with them and wish them the best in every endeavor. Keep 
smiling and keep shining!
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Letter from the Superintendent

Dear community,

I hope you are enjoying time with your family 
and friends this summer and finding unique 
ways to beat the heat. I would like to thank you 
for supporting our 2018 budget, including the 
bus and land purchases. We are hoping to close 
on the land in September and will be spending 
time planning for the future and considering 

multiple options. Some of  the options may include an inter-
campus roadway, baseball fields or potential energy needs. As you 
may be aware, there are several projects occurring throughout 
the district this summer inside the buildings, as well as in athletic 
areas. 

Our students will continue to see updated flooring in their Middle 
School South classrooms; the installation of  which began in 
the spring. The high school students will notice changes in their 
cafeteria with fresh paint, new flooring and furniture as they 
return to school.

One of  the most significant changes you will see is the demolition 
of  the old pool at the high school as we prepare to build the 
larger eight-lane pool and athletic entrance as Part 2 of  our Phase 
V Capital Improvement Project. Construction on the pool facility 
is expected to continue into the spring of  2020. During this time, 
our swim and dive teams will be competing at other area pools, 
including a collaboration for practice time at Byron-Bergen. In 
addition, our JV and Varsity athletic contests will be held in Gym 
C, due to the space and egress requirements during the pool 
construction phase. Please be sure to follow @CCCSDathletics 
and @CCCSDtweets on Twitter, as well as visit our district 
website at www.cccsd.org for updates and important information 
about these contests and locations during the construction phase. 

While pool construction is just beginning, our stadium and track 
work is almost complete. We have planned a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the new track and synthetic turf  field on September 
4 at 6 p.m. The special event will occur between the varsity girls 
and varsity boys home soccer games that evening. Look for more 
information on our district website, where it will be posted in 
mid-August.

Throughout the spring, we reviewed feedback from our parents 
and community regarding ways to improve communication. As 

a result, we have hired a new vendor, eSchoolView, to develop a 
new website and district app, including an upgraded notification 
system. The updated, responsive website will be mobile- and 
tablet-friendly and better meet the navigation and accessibility 
needs of  our community. 

The new district app will be available for download from your 
app store beginning in September. Our app will have access to 
school, calendar, lunch menu, athletics and fine arts information, 
as well as a quick link to the Infinite Campus Portal. 

The eSchoolView notification system is called Instant Connect. 
This will replace our current system and provides an improved 
capacity for recording and sending voice messages, texts and 
emails to all parents and staff  members simultaneously. Instant 
Connect uses the contact information on file in Infinite Campus 
for each student and family, similar to the Blackboard Connect 
system it replaces. In anticipation of  the new system being 
implemented in late August, you may update contact information 
for your family by calling the registrar at 293-1800 ext. 2041 or 
emailing registrar@cccsd.org.

In closing, we have had several planning sessions to assess the 
current condition of  our elementary playgrounds. The Board of  
Education has supported a proposal to investigate and work with 
our PTO groups to design potential new playgrounds at each of  
our elementary schools. There will be a presentation to the Board 
in August for consideration of  a capital project for this purpose. 
This information will be posted on the district website, as well.

We are looking forward to welcoming our students and families 
back in September with our updated facility and communication 
system.

Sincerely, 

Lori Orologio 
Superintendent of  Schools

the the CHURCHVILLE-CHILI SCHOOL NEWS
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Employee Recognition
We were proud to honor many outstanding CCCSD teachers and staff  members 
for their service at the annual Employee Recognition Night. Thank you all for your 
dedication to our district and our students. 

Tenure
(l-r) Jill West, Lindsay Reimer, Brian Lang  
and Kelly Bellamy.

District Triple C 
Winners
Congratulations to (l-r)  
Joe Gustainis, Christine Ziegler  
and Paul St. Denis.

Our Sincere Thanks
Board President Dr. Cheryl Repass (l) and 
Superintendent Lori Orologio (r) presented 2017-18 
Student Representative to the Board of  Education 
Makayla Ferguson a special certificate of  thanks for 
her service.

25 Years
(l-r) Cyndy Pritchard, Renee Sheelar, Tina Jones 
and Sheila Hopkins.

30 Years
(l-r) Shelley Sadler, Char Dodd  
and Ron Herman.

2018 Retirees
(Front, l-r) Denise Casper, Janice Spiotta, Lisa 
Berkowitz and Colleen L’Hommedieu.  
(Back, l-r) Bill Geraci, Barb DePuyt, Debbie 
Adams and Ann Michele Bouwmeester.

2018 FLHS  
Induction and Awards
Membership in our Foreign Language 
Honor Society is open to students 
who have displayed excellence in the 
study of  languages other than English. 
Congratulations to all of  our new FLHS 
members and award winners who were 
honored in a ceremony on May 9.

More than 200 FLHS members gathered 
onstage after the ceremony.

LOTE teachers congratulate one of  the many award 
winners (l-r) Teachers Maria Siderakis, Renee 
Sheelar, Susan Azzolina, Joanne Votsis, Rachel 
Blaker and José Chavez.

Music was provided by the C-C Concert Choir.

The Triple C Award
We’d like to remember all of  our exceptional students, volunteers, staff  members and 
teachers who have been honored with Triple C awards during this school year. Every one 
of  them exemplifies our District’s core beliefs. Thank you for going above and beyond to 
make our schools the best they can be.
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Trained literacy volunteers change lives  
at Churchville-Chili schools
As the morning bus pulled into Fairbanks 
Road Elementary School, one excited 
third-grader couldn’t wait to get off. “Am I 
going to have my volunteer reader today?” 
he asked. “I want to get started right away, 
before class begins. I want to read my book!” 
In the school, he was greeted by his literacy 
volunteer — one of  dozens of  Churchville-
Chili community members who volunteer 
at the schools — with a smile and a hug. 
The two began the day together, reading his 
300th book of  the year. They recorded the 
milestone on his reading chart, and he went 
to class, glowing with success.

This is what trained literacy volunteers make 
possible, every day, for children in the district 
who have trouble reading. 

For FRS reading teachers Ann Michele 
Bouwmeester and Karen Anthony, the 
literacy volunteers have made a measurable 
impact on the school’s reading intervention 
program. “Before they were here, our 
third- and fourth-grade students struggled 
to read 300 books by the end of  the school 
year,” said Anthony. “Now, that is just the 
midpoint. Many children read up to 
600 books.”

“With the help of  their literacy 
volunteer, several students have made 
between 1 1/2 and 2 1/2 years of  
reading growth so far this school year. Some 
have caught up to grade level and no longer 
need extra support. The additional reading 
time truly makes a difference.”  

This is a remarkable achievement for 
students who begin the reading intervention 
program with a below-grade-level reading 
ability. The reading teachers work closely 
with them in special small group guided 
reading classes, but it is the literacy 

volunteers who provide the extra one-on-one 
time. The 15 minutes a day they spend with 
each child results in increased confidence 
and propels the student forward as a reader.

“Our students are tested every five weeks 
to track their progress,” said Bouwmeester. 
“They are usually eager to prove how far 
they’ve come.”

“The high volume of  reading made possible 
by literacy volunteers accelerates the process 
to move students up to their reading 
benchmarks. Volunteers make notes and 
communicate their experiences with children 
to us. We can quickly address any problems, 
make adjustments or tailor lessons, thanks to 
their feedback.”

“Classroom teachers say our students are 
now coming back to their regular classroom 
pumped. They are feeling confident and 
knowledgeable. Reading better is a big part 
of  that, but it’s not the only factor. It’s also 
due to the emotional support and caring 
relationships the children have developed 
with their literacy volunteers.”

Volunteer Coordinator Wilma 
Richardson provides training and 
helps place trained literacy volunteers 
in district schools. “I can’t say enough 
about the important work these folks 
do,” she said, “or begin to thank them 

for the hundreds of  hours they donate for 
children who really need the extra help  
they provide.”

“Our literacy volunteers are changing lives. 
Reading with them is opening doors that 
might have stayed closed for scores of  
children. We’d love to see more people 
become literacy volunteers.” For  
information on becoming a trained literacy 
volunteer for Churchville-Chili schools, 
contact wrichardson@cccsd.org.   

2018 NHS Teacher 
of the Year
The Churchville-Chili Senior High 
Chapter of  National Honor Society has 
selected English teacher Pete Marino 
as the 2018 NHS Teacher of  the Year. 
Being recognized by our students for 
exemplary performance as a teacher 
is an extraordinary achievement. 
Congratulations, Mr. Marino!

Here are excerpts from several 
nominations:  

“For the past three years, I have had 
Mr. Marino in Pre-AP English, TOK 
and AP Lit. He has taught me more 
than any other teacher in this school 
has ever done. By his harsher, and 
frankly more realistic, grading methods, 
I have improved in my writing skills, 
and through presentations done in his 
classes, I have become more confident 
in my personal speaking ability. Mr. 
Marino is one of  the more dedicated 
teachers I have met in my school career, 
willing to help out his students and 
critique when and where it is needed.”

“The conversations that he leads and 
facilitates in class are always interesting 
and thought-provoking, even if  a 
tangent gets thrown in every so often. 
Despite being pretty laid-back in class, 
he’s a hard grader, but I’ve seen a 
dramatic improvement in my writing 
since I first had him as a teacher which 
undoubtedly has helped me up to this 
point and will continue to help me in 
the future. Additionally, his dedication 
to his students is clear through the 
amount of  preparation he does with us 
for the AP and the amount of  time he 
spends on grading our papers.”

“He makes all of  his classes fun and 
pushes us to do our best. He also has 
some pretty sick dance moves, so he is 
the obvious choice.”

NHS Teacher of  the Year Pete Marino being 
presented his award by the 2018 NHS officers.

2018Senior Decision Day 

Adventure is out there, and 
our seniors are ready to 
meet it head on. We know 
they’ll find success in their many different endeavors. We 
congratulate them and say “Thank you for sharing this adventure  
of  high school with us. Now go have new ones!”

Goals
 Commitment to

Goals
 Commitment to
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Integrating technology into instruction 
Churchville-Chili Central School District is in the sixth year of  
a technology plan to roll out 1:1 computer access to all students 
in grades K-12. Recently, the district’s 21st Century Technology 
Planning and Advisory Committee, a group of  administrators, 
teachers and librarians, reviewed the progress being made to ensure 
that instructional programs at all grade levels meet the International 
Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) standards for learning in 
the digital age. 

“After reviewing examples of  student work from over 300 teachers 
from all subjects and grade levels,” said Instructional Technology 
Specialist Megan Hugg, “we are proud to say that our district has 
kept pace with the changing ISTE standards and is meeting or 
exceeding them. Our teachers are thoughtfully incorporating a wide 
range of  technology into the curricula that engage students and 
empower them to take charge of  their own learning.”

For example, fourth-grade students are studying local history and 
sharing their digital presentations via distance learning technology 
with fourth-graders in other parts of  New York State. At the Ninth 
Grade Academy, students create mock Instagram posts with visuals 
and hashtags that demonstrate their understanding of  plot, theme 
and literary techniques used in Hemingway’s classic, “The Old Man 
and the Sea.” 

ISTE standards have evolved since their introduction in 
1998. Initially, they focused on ensuring that all students 
had access to digital tools and knew how to use them. 
Now, the goal is more ambitious: to leverage 1:1 access to 
internet-connected devices to transform student learning. 

Thanks to a detailed analysis of  these hundreds of  
projects, the Committee identified two focus areas for improvement: 
Ensuring that students can leverage technology to take a more active 
role in achieving their own learning goals, and helping students 
become more responsible, kind, positive and alert while online.

“Teachers are already doing a great job of  using technology to 
enhance the learning experience at our schools,” said Hugg. “The 
challenge is to expand our incorporation of  digital tools, actually 
embedding them into the learning experience. We are seeing more 
and more classrooms adding higher levels of  collaboration with 
classmates, connecting to global experts, engaging in data collection 
and analysis, and showcasing learning in creative ways.”

“The district is committed to giving our teachers the professional 
training and support they need to continue to adapt to new roles 
as expert guides and motivators. As we open doors for students to 
become more autonomous, self-directed and responsible learners, it 
is critical that teachers know how to leverage technology in designing 
authentic and engaging learning activities.”

C-C seniors learn the secrets of social media marketing 
Seniors from the SHS visited social media marketing firm Helen 
& Gertrude as part of  this year’s ACT for Education and Monroe 
County Small Business Blitz. H&G has a personal connection 
with our district: two C-C graduates currently work at the agency. 
Students were given an overview of  the agency’s work and clients 
by principals Becca Post and Leire Bascaran; then heard from a 
media strategist, copywriter, designer and data analyst. 

An interactive exercise introduced student teams to the challenges 
inherent in creating attention-getting, effective marketing 
messaging for a specific audience on social media. Each team 
picked an interesting object and was asked to develop a one-
minute sales pitch to the group. The visitors were also able to 
experience a marketing staple — focus group research for H&G 
client, Bioré® skincare.

The Churchville-Chili school district is a leader in partnering with 
industry for the benefit of  their students. More than 20 local 
businesses participate in our annual Ninth Grade Academy Career 
Day, and businesses representing dozens of  career fields visit the 
Middle School throughout the year as part of  the school’s Career 
Connections program.

Career Education Coordinator Ann Marie Maher is looking 
forward to developing more partnerships between the district and 
local businesses. “Programs like this benefit both sides: students 
learn about career and post-high school educational opportunities, 
make professional connections, and move forward in discovering 
where their futures lie. Businesses attract young talent and 
potential qualified employees, and raise their leadership profile in 
the community.”

Instructional Technology Specialist Megan Hugg works with a team of  Churchville 
Elementary School students using online resources to understand math problems.

Staff  from social media marketing company Helen & Gertrude 
with visiting students from Churchville-Chili High School.

Learner-Centered 
Principles

 Commitment to

Goals
 Commitment to
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A night of achievement
We honored hundreds of  our hard-working and talented high school students in an awards 
ceremony on June 7. The evening began with a performance by our Varsity Vocals and included 
departmental, school and community awards, plus 
recognition of  high academic achievement. The 
highlight was the awarding of  the Faculty and Lee 
Cup Awards, given to two seniors who exhibit 
strong academics, character, citizenship, leadership, 
participation and responsibility: Congratulations to 
Elena Greco and Jon Sanfratello.  

Outstanding seniors
We’re so proud of  seniors Sydnie Brown  
(C-C Outstanding Senior) and Makayla Ferguson 
(Monroe County Outstanding Senior).

Sydnie Brown earned the C-C Superintendent’s Outstanding Senior Award. This is 
given to a senior who has strong academic achievement, character, citizenship, leadership, 

participation and responsibility. This student is a 
positive example to peers and has been chosen 
by Churchville-Chili Central School District 
Superintendent Lori Orologio.

Makayla Ferguson received the Monroe County 
Outstanding Senior Award. Only one high school 
senior, chosen from seniors in all of  Monroe 
County, is given this award. Churchville-Chili’s 
Ferguson was recognized for her achievement 
at the Monroe County Council of  School 
Superintendents’ Dr. Michael C. O’Laughlin 
Outstanding Senior Recognition Dinner in May.

(Front, l-r) Ashley Ali, #10; Quinn Metcalfe, #5;  
Ashley Stafford, #9; Hannah Sheehan, Valedictorian; Emily Morgan, #4.  

(Back, l-r) Andrew Huffer, #8; Connor Wooding, Salutatorian;  
Connor Wilson, #6; Thomas Lampanaro, #3; Logan Waldorfer, #7.

 Meet Our 
Top Ten Seniors

2018 Make All 
the Difference 
Scholarship 

We’re proud to congratulate Churchville-
Chili seniors Garrett Lisowski, Megan 
Sweeney and Tyler White on winning 
their 2018 Make All the Difference 
Scholarships.

The Monroe 2–Orleans Educational 
Foundation supports students who have 
taken a non-traditional path through their 
K-12 schooling and who plan to continue 
on to college or pursue career training. 
Each spring, the Foundation awards 
$5,000 scholarships to help students 
in alternative programs pursue further 
education or career training after high 
school.

Faculty Cup winner Elena Greco (l)  
and Lee Cup winner Jon Sanfratello (r).

(l-r) Sydnie Brown, Superintendent  
Lori Orologio and Makayla Ferguson.

A great day for 2018’s March of the Senior Saints 
Our graduating class revisited the past and inspired the graduates of  the future on 
June 8 as they participated in the annual March of  the Senior Saints. They began 
at the Middle School, where they were greeted with “Pomp and Circumstance,” 
and spoke with students in grades 5-9 about their experiences finding success in 

school. Then it was time for the class to split up and go 
back to the elementary schools where they each 
began, to encourage the youngest members of  our 
learning community. 

At Fairbanks Road School, fourth-graders 
peppered their group of  visiting seniors with interview 
questions about high school and beyond. Then seniors walked 
the halls, high-fiving impressed students and visiting with 
favorite teachers. The day concluded with shared memories of  
FRS, with delighted younger students applauding each visitor’s story. 
Similar scenes played out at Chestnut Ridge and Churchville Elementary.  

                      Thanks, seniors for taking time out to touch so many younger lives.



the the 

Summer 2018

Where learning leads to a
lifetime of opportunities...

7

the the 
Where learning leads to a
lifetime of opportunities...

7

Ride for Missing Children powers up at CRS

More than 200 bike riders participating 
in the Ride for Missing Children pulled 
into the loop in front of  Chestnut 
Ridge School on May 18, greeted by 
cheering students holding signs of  
encouragement. The entire student 
body was out on the school lawns to 
welcome the tired riders, their police 
escorts and volunteers.
The week before the ride, National 
Center for Missing & Exploited 

Children Community Educator Debra 
Ortiz-Pardi visited the school and 
shared tips the children can use to 
stay safe. Second-grade teacher Jackie 
Magiera and PE teacher Greg Kincaid, 
who both planned to participate in the 
Ride, were on hand in full biking gear, 
to encourage student involvement.  
“We really want to hear you all cheering 
for us as we come close to Chestnut 
Ridge,” said Magiera. “It gives us more 
energy to keep going, when you are out 
there, excited and enthusiastic!”
On the day of  the race, CRS students 
did not disappoint: they were loud 
and proud.  Re-energized riders took 
time to visit with their friends before 
continuing their ride with uplifted 
spirits. Good job, CRS!

 Meet Our 
Top Ten Seniors Super heroes were everywhere at Churchville Elementary School 

in June: Super Puppy, Super Platypus, Super Cat Girl and more. 
Where did they all come from? The combined imaginations and 
talents of  CES first-grade artists and Studio in Art eighth-graders 
from the Middle School. 

Learning how to collaborate creatively is an important skill for 
success throughout life. Art teacher Anne Clancy, who teaches at 
both schools, and first-grade teacher Kristine Taylor, gave their 
students the opportunity to work together on the Super Hero 
Project. First-graders began by inventing and then writing about 
their own super hero. The concept was shared with their older 

partner, who 
opened a two-way 
dialogue using 
letters, encouraging 
reading, writing 
and collaborative 
communication. 

The Studio Art students learned how to use acrylic paints, 
mix colors and experiment with different painting techniques. 
In creating the super heroes envisioned by their partner, they 
sharpened their skills in figure drawing and portraiture. 

On June 7, the middle school artists visited CES and met their 
collaborators for the first time in person. “The younger students 
are so excited to meet their new friends and see their super hero 
visualized,” said Clancy. “Young and old, they’ve worked so 
hard to bring a shared vision to life. It is really special to see the 
connections that are made in the process of  making art.”

Imaginer Kyle Mandara  
with artist Blossom Ibezim  
and the super hero they  
created together. 

Off the Beat hits  
all the right notes at FRS
Hundreds of  enthusiastic young music fans 
packed the Fairbanks Road Elementary School 
gymnasium for a concert honoring Flag Day. On 
stage were visitors from the High School — the 
vocal group, Off  the Beat, directed by teacher 
Erik Reinhart. The audience was excited to learn 
that many of  the group’s members are FRS 
alumni, and gave them a special welcome home.  
The group’s repertoire included the National 
Anthem and several songs that the younger 
students were invited to sing along with. 

One of  the first things riders saw was a giant banner 
encouraging CRS teachers Greg Kincaid and Jackie 
Magiera on their quest to bike 100 miles.

Students cheered 
and held up 
hundreds of  
handmade signs  
as riders entered 
the school grounds

Rejuvenated riders walked the loop and met their 
proud fans during the rest stop.

Art is their super power!

Eighth-grade artist Camryn Broussard 
with her creative partner, first-grader 
David Miner.
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This spring, for the first time in recent years, every C-C school 
hosted their own spectacular art opening celebrations. Our halls 
were filled with hundreds of  beautiful drawings, paintings, prints, 
photographs, digital artwork, ceramics and much more.

“We are privileged to have exceptional art teachers who can 
open children’s eyes to the power of  art,” said Fine Arts Director 
Jeffrey Smith. “They are not only fostering artistic talent, they are 
encouraging patterns of  creative thinking that will help our students 
throughout their lives, regardless of  where their talents may lie.”

Art rules!
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Escape from the ordinary at CES
The determined Churchville Elementary School 
second-graders in teacher Kristen Ockrins’ class 
weren’t going to let any sneaky leprechaun get the 
better of  them. They wanted the hidden treasure in 
the magical box. Those multiple locks weren’t going 
to keep them out. In order to open the locked box, 
they had to decipher a series of  clues in the form of  
tricky math problems. They couldn’t wait to get started.

A fun math class? Filled with young learners excited about working 
together to solve math problems? What’s going on here?

“We’re using the concept of  escape rooms to make learning more 
dynamic,” said Instructional Coach Andrea Lynch. “It works great 
in elementary school math classrooms, like this. Escape rooms also 
work in high school psychology classrooms and middle school science 
classrooms. Our district teachers are adapting the model to be used at 

all grade levels and for all subjects.”

The traditional escape room is a kind 
of  scavenger hunt. It features a series 
of  puzzles or riddles that players, 
working in teams, solve in order to 
win the ultimate challenge. 

“In the escape room 
format, students learn how 
to collaborate,” said Lynch. 
“They have to, in order to 
accomplish the objective 
within the time limit. It’s 
fascinating to see them 
become a cohesive team, 
focused on a goal. They 
take responsibility for their 
own learning. They use each 
other’s strengths, respect 
their differences, and help 
each other along.”

Meanwhile, the adult educators in Ockrin’s class moved among 
the student teams, guiding and empowering them to find their 
own answers. As math problems were solved, one after the other, 
the individuals on each team grew in confidence. The experience 
was giving them much more than a mastery of  math.

“That’s the point,” said Lynch. “Yes, we’re teaching required 
math skills in a way that is fun, meaningful, memorable and 
student-driven. But we’re also helping them build critical life skills: 
problem solving, creative thinking, collaboration and teamwork.” Students use online learning journal 

Seesaw to document their work.

CES students solved a variety of  math 
problems using a combination of  logic, 
online tools, creativity and QR codes.

Seedlings get to the garden safely,  
thanks to CRS students
Chestnut Ridge students were very busy earlier this year, learning how to recycle food 
waste to make compost and how to start seedlings and help them grow. In order to 
transfer their delicate baby plants all the way to the district Garden of  the Saints on 
Fairbanks Road, they studied packaging and engineered custom containers, using 
recycled materials like tissue boxes and egg cartons. 

Students chose a sunny, beautiful day in June for transplanting, and combined the 
job with several other environmentally-conscious lessons. Small groups of  students 
took turns learning about the importance of  creating pollination gardens to help 
endangered bees. They even role-played being roaming bees and flowering apple trees, 
to learn how pollination works. They learned about sunflowers, and were excited to see 
the end result of  all that composting — rich, dark compost and hundreds of  healthy 
red worms — finally added to the gardens. And, of  course, they got to get in the dirt 
and plant. A fun day, full of  learning.

“Bees” (with hats) and “Apple Trees” (carrying 
pollen bags) learn how important pollinators are to 
fruit production. 

Students used recycled soda bottles and 
boxes to safely transport delicate seedlings  
to their new home in the garden.

Garden Volunteers
Needed !

Help weed, water and harvest in 
the garden this summer.  

It’s fun and easy, doesn’t take 
long and is a great family activity.  

Sign up at  
www.cccsd.org/garden 

Garden of  the Saints is at 145 
Fairbanks Road, right next to the 

Middle School parking lot.

Learner-Centered 
Principles

 Commitment to
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Highlights from the
Spring 2018 Season

Highlights from the 2018 Athletic Awards Ceremony

Athletes of  the Year: Skylar Burgess (soccer, 
basketball and lacrosse) and Eric Lewis 
(football, basketball and track & field). Male Career Athlete Award 

winner Brandon Crist with  
swim coach Chelsea Carl.

Female Career Athlete Award winner Haley Arguien 
(center) with 2017 winner Anna Kostarellis (l) and 
coaches (l-r) Richard Strasser (Cross Country),  
Paul Dick (Indoor Track), and Lawrence Lewis  
(Track & Field).

More athletic signings celebrated!
“We’ve had a record number of  Churchville-Chili students receive 
athletic scholarships this year,” said Athletic Director Michael 
Murray. “So far, we’ve celebrated and completed 11 official 
signings, and there are a few more students who will be heading to 
outstanding college sports programs in the fall. We’re very proud.”

The future looks bright for senior Tyler Regelsberger, who plans to 
take his career in swimming to a new level while working towards a 
college degree. Regelsberger signed his letter of  intent to compete 
for Division 1 Canisius College Griffs this spring.

“Tyler holds six school records, four individual and two as a member 
of  relay teams,” said Murray. “He qualified for an amazing six 
individual events at states and was a finalist in 100 and 200 freestyles. 
He was the Section V Class A champion in the 200 individual 

medley, and was awarded 
Monroe County Division 
2 Swimmer of  the Year.” 

Regelsberger was named 
to the Democrat and 
Chronicle’s 2017-18 All 
Greater Rochester Boys 
Swimming Team. This 
is his second time as an 
AGR selection. He has also 
been a 1st Team Monroe 
County All-County 

selection for three consecutive years. 
Outside of  swimming, Regelsberger 
is a National Honor Society 
member and an Eagle Scout. 

Senior Ryan TerHaar has signed 
his letter of  intent to play for the 
Division 2 Mercyhurst University 
Lakers lacrosse team in Erie, 
Pennsylvania. TerHaar is excited to 
begin studies at Mercyhurst’s Ridge 
College of  Intelligence Studies and 
Applied Sciences, where he will 
major in intelligence analysis.

Churchville-Chili HS lacrosse 
coach Donald Benedict, who is a 2011 Mercyhurst graduate and past 
Laker himself, said, “Ryan’s role on our team is vital, but often goes 
unsung. As a defensive player, he doesn’t get the glorified statistics 
like goals and assists. He covers the offensive threats and takes most 
of  the face-offs. His stats are pure will and grit.” 

“Ryan is a really exciting player to watch. He has great stick skills 
and is exceptionally fast in what is arguably the fastest game out 
there. He is so committed to the mental aspect of  the game, he 
watches film on opponent play and on himself. The coaching staff  
jokes that he knows more than we do, and sometimes,  
he does.”

Regelsberger (left, center) with swim coaches  
Tracie Swalbach, Chelsea Carl and Todd Yunker.

TerHaar (right) with his Churchville-
Chili lacrosse coach Donald Benedict.

Goals
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the the 

Summer 2018

Where learning leads to a
lifetime of opportunities...

1111

Highlights from the
Spring 2018 Season

the the 

The 2018 Ninth Grade Academy Awards Celebration recognized 
scores of  students outstanding in all areas of  academic study and 
physical education. It also honored leadership, character and personal 
integrity. Winners of  the NGA Award, Jacob Calus and Mikayla 
Shipley, exemplify the spirit of  the Ninth Grade Academy.

NGA Awards
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lifetime of opportunities...
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Harnessing the power of the sun
Continuing a new tradition at the Middle School, our sixth-graders 
set up hundreds of  custom-engineered solar cookers in June for the 
fourth-annual Solar Cooker Showdown. Each team demonstrated 
their designs could cook snacks ranging from s’mores and chocolate-
covered strawberries to frozen pizza.  

1st team All-County
Baseball – Jake Carroll
Golf – Kobe Pathammavong
Lacrosse – Jacob Buck, Ryan Terharr, 
Corey Yunker
Softball – Jessica Ficarella
Tennis – Jacob Anthony, Ben Davis, Nolan 
Demitrovic, Kyle Kline, Connor Starr
Track & Field – Haley Arguien (3000m), 
Quinn Metcalfe (1500m & 3000m),  
Jarron Nesmith (200m), Peter Kostarellis 
(800m)

2nd team All-County
Baseball – Ethan Putney, Amaury Samalot
Golf – Jeff  Ess, John Keele
Lacrosse – Jacob Fellows, Patrick Mitchell, 
Austin Orengo
Softball – Sarah Russell
Tennis – Caleb Bailey, Navi Singh,  
Ethan Wilson
Track & Field – Leilani Whyte (200m), 
Qualiq Ragland (Long Jump),  
Connor Wooding (3200m), Girls 4x100 
Relay team – Leilani Whyte, Jade Distant, 
Vanessa Dawley, Abbie Allchin

Golf
Team
• Monroe County Division 4 

Sportsmanship Award

Lacrosse
Jacob Buck
• US Lacrosse All-Academic award
• Broke school record for most goals all 

time. Finished his career with 222 goals
• 1st Team AGR
Corey Yunker
• Broke school record for most points all 

time. Finished his career with 340 points
• Named Section V Sportsman of  the Year
• 1st Team AGR
Coach Benedict
• Monroe County Division 2 Co-Coach of  

the Year

Section V All-Star Game Selections – 
Jacob Buck, Ryan TerHaar, Corey Yunker

Boys Tennis
Ben Davis
• Monroe County Division 3 Player of   

the Year
• 1st Team AGR
Coach Davis
• Monroe County Division 3 Coach of   

the Year
Team
• Monroe County Division 3 champions

Softball
Exceptional Senior Game –  
Jessica Ficarella

Track and Field
Haley Arguien
• Section V Class AA Champion in the 

3000m run
Payton Gleason
• News 10 Scholar Athlete of  the week for 

the week of  March 20
• Broke school record in 1 mile run with a 

time of  4:21.21
Peter Kostarellis
• Broke school record in the 1600m run 

with a time of  4:20.43. Broke the record 
while winning the state qualifier meet. 
This qualified him to compete in the NYS 
finals 

Jarron Nesmith
• Broke school record in 100m run with a 

time of  10.94 and in the 200m run with a 
time of  21.8

• Won the 200m run at the state qualifier 
meet

• Qualified to compete in the NYS finals in 
both the 200m and the 100m runs

• 1st Team AGR
Leilani White
• Broke school record in the 100m run with 

a time of  12.24



Wanted:  
Literacy VoLunteers

A literacy volunteer can be anyone – a parent or 
grandparent, young or old. As long as you have an 

hour or two a week, a love of  reading, and the desire 
to share your knowledge with elementary school 

students, we need your help. The time commitment 
can be small, but the rewards last a lifetime. Last year, 

volunteers donated nearly 2,700 hours to helping 
students in grades K-4. 

If  you have an interest in becoming a volunteer for 
the upcoming school year, please contact Wilma 

Richardson, coordinator of  the Literacy Volunteer 
program, at (585) 589-2373 or  

wrichardson@cccsd.org. Information is also available in 
the main offices of  the Chestnut Ridge, Churchville 

or Fairbanks Road elementary schools.

Save the Date!
Celebrate 

Churchville-Chili 
Sept. 14, 2018

MS students walk to crush T1D
Once again, Churchville-Chili Middle School’s grades 5-8 
students came through with incredible results for our JDRF 
One Walk event to help fight type 1 diabetes. Our dedicated 
Saints held assemblies to increase awareness and participated 
in the June 15 walk event, raising a record-breaking total of  
$2,405.82. 

Our Walk facilitators, school nurse Sandy Iaccuci and Red House Administrator 
Megan Wideman, were especially proud that our Middle School Saints’ hard 
work has not gone unnoticed by the JDRF organization. “JDRF plans to 
end individual school events and switch to one larger walk in each city,” said 
Wideman. “However, we are proud to announce that they believe our students 
have the most amazing event and overall participation that they are going to 
make an exception for us to continue with this annual event!”

We’d like to thank our students, teachers and staff, all our walkers, volunteers 
and sponsors for taking part in this year’s walk.

Members of  the MS leadership group 
planned and organized promotion, 
fundraising, community donations  
and prizes for the event.

Classes preparing for the walk 
during one of  the preliminary  
kick-off  events at the school.
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