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NEWS & VIEWS   What’s Inside:

The students in this sixth-grade science class are excited and involved. 
Their small group discussions are animated: What is the difference between 
observation and inference? How do you define a “population”? Are guppies 
predator or prey, or both?

Each study group carefully observes and records data on small populations of 
fish, snails and earthworms. Consideration is given to the roles each life form 
will play when they are added to the mini-ecosystems (a terrarium and an 
aquarium) the students have created. Hypotheses are made about what might 
happen as the investigation proceeds.

This is what the New York State Next Generation Science Learning Standards 
look like in action at our middle school. “The most notable difference since 
we’ve shifted our curriculum,” said science teacher Angela George, “is the 
increased level of student engagement and enthusiasm. Our children are 
participating in hands-on learning and scientific method. Lessons are far more 
memorable when students have additional independence and responsibility.” 

The Ecosystem and Populations unit being studied in this classroom, for 
instance, builds logically on introductory concepts learned in fifth-grade 
science. The integrated educational approach crosses disciplines. Students 
read related background materials on habitats and food chains in ELA class. 
Grade-level math principles are routinely applied to work out scientific 
challenges, like predicting the reproductive rates of milkweed bugs. Students 
saw their studies in a much larger context when they visited the Genesee 
Country Village and Museum Nature Center in October to learn more about 
ecosystems around our region.

theLINK
Science education re-invented!

“The world is complex and 
interconnected,” said teacher Angela 
George. “Our students are learning 
the skills they will need to navigate it 
successfully as problem solvers.”
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Dear community,

Our district continues to be committed 
to communication within our school 
community and our tools for achieving 
that goal continue to grow. With our 
new website and district app, along with 
increased use of social media, both  
@CCCSDtweets on Twitter and our new 

Facebook presence, district followers will have more access to 
our news than ever before. 

The redesign of this newsletter reflects the new design  
of our district website. Please check out the website at  
www.cccsd.org and download our district app from your app 
store. The new district app has access to school, calendar, 
lunch menu, athletics and fine arts information, as well as a 
quick link to the Infinite Campus Portal. 

As a reminder, eSchoolView, who created our website 
and app, also handles our new notification system, Instant 
Connect. This provides an improved capacity for recording 
and sending voice messages, texts and emails to all parents 
and staff members simultaneously. Instant Connect uses the 
contact information on file in Infinite Campus for each student 
and family. If needed, you may update contact information for 
your family by calling the registrar at 293-1800 ext. 2041 or 
emailing registrar@cccsd.org.

For our high school students and families, we now have the 
ability to use our automated system to make attendance 
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t calls with a pre-recorded message. If you do not notify the 
school about your child’s absence in advance, you will get 
the automated phone call at the end of first block alerting 
you to the absence. You are asked to call the attendance 
clerk at 293-4540, and select option 2 as soon as you receive 
the pre-recorded call to confirm that you are aware of your 
child’s absence and provide a reason for that absence, or if 
you believe there is an error. To prevent receiving these calls, 
please be sure to contact us in advance of any absence. 

In closing, we have been discussing the condition of our 
playgrounds at each elementary school. Over the past year, 
the board of education has been involved in reviewing 
playground equipment and elementary school facility 
conditions. Architects, alongside administrators and PTO 
representatives, have been involved in design discussions 
regarding future play areas.  We will be presenting detailed 
information about our Elementary Playgrounds and 
Renovation Capital Project at several meetings throughout  
the month of November and leading up to a vote on  
December 11, 2018. The dates for those presentations are 
listed below. 

Sincerely,

Lori Orologio
Superintendent of Schools

Proposed Playgrounds & Elementary Schools Renovations  
Capital Project Presentations

Date Time Audience Location

Thurs., 11/1 8:00 a.m. FRS Staff FRS Cafeteria

Thurs., 11/1 2:50 p.m. MS Staff MSN Cafeteria

Wed., 11/14 7:15 p.m. CRSPTO CRS Library

Thurs., 11/15 8:00 a.m. CRS Staff CRS Cafeteria

Thurs., 11/15 2:05 p.m. SHS Staff SHS Cafeteria

Mon., 11/19 6:30 p.m. MS PTO MS Library

Mon., 11/19 7:15 p.m. CESPA CES Cafeteria 

Tues., 11/27 9:45 a.m. Transportation Staff Transportation

Tues., 11/27 7:00 p.m. Public Hearing Board of Ed Room

Mon., 12/3 6:45 p.m. FRSPA FRS Library

Thurs., 12/6 8:00 a.m. CES Staff CES Cafeteria

Tues., 12/11 Noon – 9 p.m. VOTE MSN Cafeteria
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2018 inductees for the 
Athletic Hall of Fame 
Churchville-Chili High School will welcome five new members to 
its Athletic Hall of Fame on Dec. 7, 2018. The special ceremony 
will be held in the Middle School Gym C, after the girls’ basketball 
game (vs. Webster Thomas, which starts at 5:30 p.m.) at around 
6:45 p.m. It will be followed by boys’ basketball (vs. Webster 
Thomas) at 8 p.m. Honored this year for their accomplishments 
and contributions to the school’s athletics program are:

• John Carr – Class of 1995. Carr is the only male in school history 
to win an individual state championship. He accomplished this 
in 1995 in the indoor track 55 meter hurdles. He also won three 
Section V Indoor Track titles and set numerous school records 
in both indoor track and track and field. Many of these are still 
school records today. His success also helped lead the Saints’ 
track and field team to winning three consecutive division titles in 
1992-94.

• David Harvey-Bowen – Class of 1998. Harvey-Bowen played 
three years of varsity football and was a pioneer in putting C-C 
Saints football on the map in the early stages of the school’s 
program. He led the Saints to their first trip to the Section V finals 
in 1997. Harvey-Bowen rushed for 21 TDs in 1997, which is still 
tied for the school record. He was the first Saints football player 
to ever be named 1st team All-Greater Rochester, the Golden 
Fifty All-State Football team, and the Governors Bowl All-Star 
game.

• Mimi Rague – Class of 1981. The 1981 C-C Female Athlete of 
the Year was a four-sport athlete with a total of 14 varsity letters 
in soccer, basketball, volleyball and softball. Rague is clearly one 
of the best all-around female athletes in school history. She was 

After more than a year of construction, the new turf field and track are now 
hosting a variety of exciting student athletic competitions.

a captain of all four sports and had great success in all. She was 
a leading scorer on the soccer and basketball teams, set school 
records in multiple sports, helped lead the 1979-80 volleyball team 
to a 20-2 record and the school’s first division title, and also helped 
lead the softball team to its first division title in 1979.

• Coach Paul Setter. Setter is the first coach to be inducted into 
the school’s Athletic Hall of Fame. He coached varsity baseball for 
six years from 1962-67, years that saw the school win two Monroe 
County division titles. He coached varsity boys’ soccer for 14 years 
from 1961-74 when his teams won two Monroe County division 
titles and three Section V titles. He accumulated 128 wins as a boys’ 
soccer coach, which is the most in school history for this sport. His 
outstanding career led him to be inducted into the Section V Boys 
Soccer Hall of Fame.

• Bernie Voorheis – Class of 1939, Post Graduate 1940. A standout 
basketball player, Voorheis was a captain and scoring leader of 
the Churchville-Chili team who helped lead the Saints to win the 
Monroe County division title and a trip to the Section V finals 
in 1940. This team finished 15-4 and is one of only two boys’ 
basketball teams in school history to make it to the Section V finals. 
After high school, Voorheis went on to play professional basketball, 
including being a member of the 1945-46 Rochester Royals, who 
won the National Basketball League championship.

“Our first Athletic Hall of Fame induction ceremony last year was 
a huge success,” said Churchville-Chili Athletic Director Michael 
Murray. “We want to continue this tradition each year. The goal is for 
our students, student-athletes, coaches and community members to 
appreciate our history and know that they can aspire to great things if 
they work hard and set their goals high. Every one of our new Hall of 
Fame members has made an exceptional impact on our program, and 
deserves to be celebrated and remembered, and to serve as a role 
model for our current generation to aspire to.”

Superintendent Lori Orologio and Board President Dr. Cheryl Repass cut 
the ribbon at the formal opening of the new Churchville-Chili High School 
Stadium on September 4. We are grateful for the support of our community 
in helping us continue to provide quality facilities to our students.

Opening ceremonies at the High School Stadium

Goals
 Commitment to
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Churchville-Chili 
district teachers began 
incorporating Google 
Classroom into their 
instruction back in 2014, 
and students have steadily 
increased their use of the system since 
then. Classroom has become part of the 
standard learning process for our students 
in grades K-12. 

Google Classroom may now be routine 
for our young learners, but many parents 
and community members are still not that 
familiar with it. So what exactly is Classroom 
and how is it used to benefit our students?

At its simplest, Google Classroom is a 
web service that streamlines the process 
of sharing files between teachers and 
students. Each class creates a private, 
secure space in the Cloud where teachers 
can post assignments, and students can 
collect and organize notes and research, 
collaborate with others and create 
presentations. Teachers can monitor 
student progress in real-time and share 
guidance, or provide grading with feedback 
and comments.

A second-grade class with Google 
Classroom in action looks like an 
enthusiastic hive of learning activities. 
Students may work in independent groups, 
each team focusing on a different aspect 

What’s happening in the Classroom?
of the course material. They can gather 
their research materials and create final 
presentations through integrated G Suite 
for Education tools (like Google Docs, 
Sheets and Slides) and then post them 
to their Google Classroom. The teacher 
has more opportunity for individualizing 
instruction and personalizing the lesson 
to each student. While working closely 
with one child, a teacher can also monitor 
and guide the activities of all the others. 
Students are encouraged to be self-
directed, think creatively and collaborate 
with others, using the power of this shared 
learning platform. 

Variations on Google Classroom usage can 
be seen at all levels of learning throughout 
our schools. Even in kindergarten, 
Churchville-Chili students are being taught 
a basic understanding of how to use 
Google Classroom and G Suite tools, how 
to link to instructional video and resource 
materials, and how to become good digital 
citizens. Our teachers have also been eager 
to adopt the technology, and finding new 
ways to incorporate it into learning. The 
district continues to provide professional 
development and training in this and in all 
of the many technology tools available to 
educators.

“Teaching children to be good digital 
citizens is one of our major technology 
initiatives in 2018-19, along with becoming 

more actively empowered learners,” said 
Instructional Technology Specialist Megan 
Hugg. “We want students to recognize the 
rights and responsibilities of living in an 
interconnected world. Google Classroom 
is a safe, closed environment that only the 
students and teachers can join. It’s a great 
place to begin to develop the skills they 
need to protect privacy and behave in an 
ethical, respectful manner.”

“This year, we have begun 
the roll out of a new digital 
citizenship curriculum. It will 
be very proactive; purposefully 
embedded into everything 
students are already doing in 
their classrooms. Over the next 
two years, the curriculum will 
gradually expand into every 
classroom in all of our schools.”
Students can access their Classroom from 
any device, 24/7, through their school’s 
Library website. The best way for parents 
to truly understand how their children are 
using Google Classroom is to sit down with 
them at home and have them show you. We 
encourage you to let your student be the 
teacher — we think you’ll be impressed by 
their abilities.

Learner-Centered 
Principles

 Commitment to

There is nothing like 
the first day of school 
in Churchville-Chili. 
From the buzzing halls 
of the High School to 
the rush of students 
hurrying from busses 

at the elementary schools, the first day is always full of 
anticipation.   

Some of that first day excitement is sprinkled throughout 
this issue. We 
hope you enjoy 
the pictures and 
fondly remember 
your own first 
days.  

Sharing the  
excitement of  
First Day
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(l-r) Security Worker John Schultz, Director of School Safety and Security 
Bill Sanborn, and Security Workers Bob Lillie and Tom Campopiano in 
Churchville-Chili’s new Security Monitoring Center.

The first day of school at Churchville-Chili saw the 
launch of the school district’s latest addition to its 
comprehensive security initiative. The new Security 
Monitoring Center is centrally located in an office on 
the main Buffalo Road campus. It is a hub of activity, 
connecting security personnel, school administrators, 
counselors, nurses and instructional staff in all of our buildings 
with each other, the community, local law enforcement and first 
responders. 

“Our district is extremely proactive and committed to keeping our 
students and staff safe,” said Director of School Safety and Security 

New Security Monitoring 
Center opens

Bill Sanborn. “Over the past few years, we have very purposefully 
and strategically added security components which integrate human 
resources and technology in order to build greater safety across the 
district.”

The Monitoring Center is operational during regular school hours and 
at times of significant special events occurring afterhours. Trained 
security operators in the Monitoring Center include two former 
members of the Monroe County Sheriff’s Department, Bob Lillie and 
John Schultz. They actively monitor multiple video screens filled with 
views from cameras placed throughout district schools and grounds. 
From this vantage point, the experienced security workers keep an 
eye out for any unusual activity.

“Of course, our job can be as simple as helping to quickly locate a 
student,” said Lillie. “But when speed is of the essence, we are able 
to take action immediately, all in real-time.”  

The security operator in the Monitoring Center is equipped for multi-
tasking in any given situation with immediate access to all necessary 
school records, online data and informational software systems, 
building blueprints, emergency response plans, and radio, telephone 
and computer communication systems. The Center serves as a 
centralized dispatch base station for the district, answering the call for 
any security need.

Technology is increasing the department’s efficiency, but open 
communication and transparency are the foundation of the security 
initiative at Churchville-Chili schools. There are many avenues for 
direct communication with the community, including a dedicated 
security line (585-794-8224) and an anonymous Safe School Helpline 
(1-800-418-6423, extension 359). 

Most importantly, security team members are a constant, familiar and 
friendly physical presence in school hallways. “Our greatest asset 
remains the relationships we’ve built with students and their families,” 
said Lillie. “Trust is key. We’re here to listen. We’re here to help. We 
want to keep everyone safe.”

First Day
2018-19
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Career Connections gives MS students the opportunity to explore a variety 
of career options. In the first session of the year, students experienced 
working with electronics and robotics, using introductory programming tools 
like Ozobot®, littleBits® and Lego Mindstorms®. Visiting experts included 
high school students from our own FirstRobotics Team 340.

Confident students showed Instructional Coach Andrea Lynch the 
programming they designed to guide their robot across an obstacle course. 
Future Career Connections will include community experts from the fields of 
communication, agriculture, law, healthcare, manufacturing and more.

Call for Workshop Leaders!
Be part of the program and share what you know. Career Connections needs guest speakers 
on agriculture, food science, engineering, healthcare, public service, electronics, robotics, 
computer programming, renewable energy, sustainability, architecture, graphic arts, technology, 
communication, advanced manufacturing, skilled trades, law, public safety, and GPS/GIS.   

If you or your employer is able to help us, please contact Andrea Lynch (alynch@cccsd.org)  
or Patti Saucke (psaucke@cccsd.org).

Planning a course 
for the future: Career Connections

Learner-Centered 
Principles

 Commitment to

First Day
2018-19
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Data shows that more children in New 
York State and around the country are 
developing significant mental health needs 
at younger ages. The good news is that 
when children learn about mental health, 
the likelihood that they can develop coping 
skills, recognize signs or symptoms, and ask 
for help increases. Schools play a vital role 
in educating children about their social-
emotional well-being. 

The NYS Education Department recently 
released a new set of guidelines to help 
schools address this issue. The framework 
consists of four key mental health literacy 
components:

1. Understanding how to obtain and 
maintain good mental health

2. Decreasing stigma related to mental 
health

3. Enhancing help-seeking skills

4. Understanding mental disorders and 
treatments.

At Churchville-Chili schools, implementation 
of these guidelines began immediately. 
This summer, our K-4 teachers wrote new 
curriculum, using the Second Step™ program 
as a resource to incorporate guidelines in 
elementary classrooms. This program uses 
short, grade-level lessons on topics like 
learning to listen, identifying anger, caring 

Celebrate Churchville-Chili

An update on mental health and well-being in our schools
and helping, and managing worry. It includes 
digital teaching resources, songs, photos and 
videos. School counselors visit classrooms 
to support teachers when needed. They 
introduce themselves, and build relationships 
and trust with students. 

“Beginning in the elementary schools allows 
us to put preventative supports in place for 
children,” said Director of Pupil Services 
Nicole Livingston-Neal. “By proactively giving 
children the tools and skills they need to 
understand mental health, solve problems, 
and feel comfortable asking for help, we can 
prevent many serious mental health issues 
from ever developing.”

Director of Health, PE and Athletics Michael 
Murray said, “I firmly believe that health 
is the most important topic in schools. If 
someone is not healthy, both physically and 
mentally, they cannot perform any other tasks 
successfully. Students who can form positive 
relationships and handle their emotions are 
better equipped to learn.”

Murray has visited each elementary school to 
present information on mandates and Second 
Step™ to teachers. He will also observe 
several K-4 classrooms to provide additional 
guidance.

In grades 5-12, the initiative will be 
incorporated specifically into health and 
physical education classes. Students 
explore concepts of self-management (self-

awareness, resiliency and managing feelings); 
relationships (communication, empathy and 
forgiveness); and resource management 
(when and how to ask for help). Murray will 
work closely with health and PE teachers to 
ensure mental health is included in curriculum 
throughout the school year. 

Our district is also collaborating with 
the University of Rochester to provide 
consultation to develop comprehensive 
strategies and professional development 
for our teachers, along with individualized 
student supports. The goal is to incorporate 
mental health literacy seamlessly throughout 
our schools.

“We are committed to providing 
our teachers with all the tools 
they need to support the mental 
health needs of our students,” said 
Director of Curriculum, Assessment 
and Professional Development Sue 
Witter. “We are proud of the fact 
that our district is taking a proactive 
approach.”
“Perhaps the most important element in 
making the initiative a full success is our 
families,” said Neal. “We want our parents to 
feel that they can share with us the challenges 
their children may be struggling with. If we 
know, we can, and will help them.”

We were excited once again to welcome 
hundreds of community members, students 
and families to our annual Celebrate 
Churchville-Chili event on Sept. 14. 
Thank you to everyone who participated, 
volunteered, or just came to have fun! 
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Enhanced Star 
Exemption
Due to recent legislative changes, anyone 
wishing to receive the Enhanced STAR 
Exemption must verify their income annually. 
Even if you have received this exemption in 
the past, you are now required to participate 
in the STAR Income Verification Program 
through the NYS Tax Department. If you 
have questions about this change or the 
exemption application, please contact your 
town assessor.

Lead Testing Statement
In September 2016, NYS enacted legislation 
requiring public schools to test water systems 
for lead contamination. 

All fixtures in the Churchville-Chili School 
district have been tested are in are in 
compliance with the NYS regulations. We 
will retest in 2020. If you have questions, 
please contact the Buildings and Grounds 
department at 293-1800, Ext. 2360.

Pesticide Statement 
As per School District Policy 5634, pesticides 
will not be used on playgrounds, turf, athletic 
or playing fields, in effect, all lawn areas 
around our schools.

An exception may be made for an 
emergency application of a pesticide only 
when approved, in advance, by the School 
Board. If you wish to be notified if a pesticide 
is used, please contact the Buildings and 
Grounds department at 293-1800, Ext. 2360.
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Churchville-Chili communications 
recognized by NYSPRA
“The Link” has again received recognition with an Award of Honor for Community 
Newsletter from the New York State Public Relations Association (NYSPRA). An article 
detailing the innovative use of escape rooms and new technologies in second-grade math 
instruction at Churchville Elementary School, featured in our Summer 2018 issue, was 
honored with an Award of Merit for Excellence in Writing.   

Celebrate Churchville-Chili


