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Where learning leads to a lifetime of opportunities...

Churchville-Chili Class of 2019 Graduation
Finally, the moment everyone was waiting for — Graduation, June
29, 2019. More than 300 Churchville-Chili seniors and their families
were ready to celebrate their achievements, look back on high
school and move forward to the future. As members of the Senior
High Band (conducted by Allison Chipman) filled the RIT Gordon
Field House with the traditional “Pomp and Circumstance” march,
the proud new graduates filed in.
Executive Principal Scott Wilson introduced the Class of 2019, and
Superintendent Lori Orologio welcomed the crowd. Voices were
raised in joy by the Senior Choir and graduating members of the
Concert Choir, both conducted by Erik Reinhart. Featured vocalists
included Erika Dick, Mya Mahon and Hanna Welker. Soloist Taylor
Calisto performed “Wherever I Go” with Karen Marsh on piano.
Valedictorian Joseph Territo and Salutatorian Serafina Wezelis
each addressed the gathering with words of hope and inspiration.
Wilson presented the class to Board of Education President
Dr. Cheryl Repass, who accepted them. Each class member then
crossed the stage to receive their diploma from Dr. Repass, joined
by Orologio and Wilson.

Congratulations, Saints! This is
your time to shine; go out there
and make us proud!
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Dear community,

link on any of our Resource Tabs on the district website at
www.cccsd.org. The link will take you to the BrightArrow Portal Login
page where you can update or create your account.

The following pages highlight many
of the wonderful contributions by our
students and staff, along with events
we celebrated as we concluded our
2018-19 school year. While many
of our families will be celebrating
graduation, hopefully everyone will
be able to spend time with family and friends and attend
events throughout the summer. As we prepare for the
upcoming school year, I want to make you aware of facility
projects, along with communication updates.

As in prior years, many teachers are participating in curriculum
writing and assessment development to align with changes in State
standards. We believe that our ongoing curricular work, professional
learning, and focus upon our learner-centered principles across the
district, K-12, has resulted in improved educational opportunities and
success for our students.
As you are aware, the safety of our students and staff is a district
priority. With that in mind, our 2019-20 school budget includes
$150,000 for additional safety and security measures. Through the
use of a survey tool, we will be seeking input from our students,
staff and community on safety areas for consideration, including the
potential for a School Resource Officer. Information about the online
survey will be shared in early September with the goal of providing
the feedback to the Board of Education for their review.

There are several construction projects underway across
the district as part of our Capital Improvement work.
Installation of the new pool and athletic entrance is
ongoing and adhering to the scheduled timeline. Please
be aware of temporary conditions at the high school and
be sure to use door 42 as an entrance in lieu of the Buffalo
Road entrance throughout the summer. We anticipate the
pool being open for student use in the spring of 2020
and to the rest of the community in the fall. At Fairbanks
Road Elementary, interior renovations are underway and a
new playground will be installed this summer. In addition,
the library at Churchville Elementary is in the process of
being renovated with a new ceiling and updated lighting.
In August, work will begin at the Transportation Facility to
install new bus lifts and upgrade the fuel island. This work
is anticipated to continue throughout the fall.

In closing, I want to thank you for your continued support of the
programs and opportunities we offer our students to develop their
unique talents and become respectful, resourceful citizens and
contributing members of our global society.
Sincerely,

Lori Orologio
Superintendent of Schools

In an effort to improve communication regarding student
academic performance, changes have been made to the
Infinite Campus Parent Portal and mobile app. For grade
5-12 parents who currently have an account, the link to
the web portal and personal login information remains the
same. However, the web platform has a whole new look,
and the Campus Portal mobile app has been replaced
with two new ones — a Parent Portal and a Student Portal.

Infinite Campus upgrades
The Campus Parent and Campus Student Portal apps provide
real-time access to grades, assignments, attendance, schedules,
announcements and more. If you have been using the Campus
Portal app, please delete it and download the new Campus
Parent app. You can log in to the new app with your current
account information.

Last year we rolled out our new website, district app and mass
notification system through eSchoolView. This year, we plan to
increase the use of our notification system, Instant Connect, to
provide parents, students and staff with more immediate information
about events such as drills and cancelations, via text alerts. In
anticipation of using the system for texting, please be sure that you
have opted-in to receive text alerts through our Subscribe to eNews

Wanted:

If you do not have an Infinite Campus parent account, you must
contact the Office of Instruction at 293-4457 for an activation
code to create one. More information about the parent and
student portals can be found on the district website under the
Instruction tab: www.cccsd.org/ParentStudentPortalsGr5-12.aspx

NHS Teacher of the Year

Literacy Volunteers

The Churchville-Chili Senior High Chapter
of National Honor Society has selected
math teacher Christian Case as the 2019
Churchville-Chili Teacher of the Year. She
will be the guest speaker at our 2019
induction ceremony on Oct. 28, 2019. Being
recognized by our students for exemplary
performance as a teacher is an extraordinary
achievement. Congratulations, Ms. Case!

A literacy volunteer can be anyone — a parent or grandparent, young
or old. If you have an hour or two a week, a love of reading, and the
desire to share knowledge with elementary school students, we need
your help. Last year, volunteers donated more than 3,650 hours to
helping students in grades K-4.
If you’d like to volunteer, please contact Wilma Richardson,
coordinator of the Literacy Volunteer program, at (585) 589-2373
or wrichardson@cccsd.org. Information is also available in the main
offices of the elementary schools.
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The Triple C Award
We’d like to congratulate our latest
District-wide Triple C award winners,
and remember all of our exceptional
students, volunteers, staff members
and teachers who have been honored
with Triple C Awards this year. The
awards honor students, volunteers,
teachers and staff members who
exemplify our core beliefs and who go
above and beyond to make our schools
great environments for learning.

(Front, l-r) June Mead, Leon
Tucker, Sue McCannon, Carla
Ciminelli, Loren Inglese.
(Back, l-r) Doug Larsen, Gary
Lawnciak, Christie DeWald,
Tracie Swalbach, Keith
Osgood. (Not present: Valerie
Carter and Mary Kay Maslanka)

FLHS Induction
and Awards

Our sincere thanks

Shown here, Superintendent Lori Orologio
with our 2018-19 Student Representative to
the Board of Education Bridget DeHond.
DeHond’s role in keeping Board members
actively connected to issues important to our
students is vital
to its success.
The Board
recognized
her work with
a special
certificate of
thanks.

Employee
Recognition

Transportation
Employee of the Year

Congratulations to new members of our
Foreign Language Honor Society and to the
many award winners honored in a ceremony
on May 15. Membership is open to students
who have displayed excellence in the study of
languages other than English.

We’re proud to congratulate bus driver
Doug Coccia for
his recognition by
the Rochester Area
Transportation
Supervisors
Association as
Professional
Transportation
Employee of the Year.
Thank you, Doug, for
your commitment to
student safety!

We were proud to honor many outstanding CCCSD teachers and staff members for their service at the
annual Employee Recognition Night. Thank you for your dedication to our district and our students.

Tenure

(l-r) Jennifer Dixon, Diane Clark, Ariana D’Angelo, Lisa Zeznick
(Not present: Lisa Moretto, Pamela Quinn, Kristina Roberts)

30 Years

(l-r) Teresa Wormley, Char
Dodgson (Not present: Sue
Cerretto, Susan Kuter)

25 Years

(l-r) Margaret
Assenato, Cathy
Bruckman
(Not present:
Phyl Contestable, Diane Gratton, Ange Guarino, Susan
Kagel, Lisa Leonardi, Jody Melnyk, Dave Santangelo, Jon
Woodard)

35 Years

(l-r) Karen Hall, Debbie Benedict
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2019 Retirees

(Front, l-r) Beth Erbelding, Pat Leiston, MP Dewey, Char
Dodgson, Jo-Ann Haring. (Middle, l-r) Laurie Kalwas,
Donna Polidori, Susan Masters, Ron Ziegler, Bonnie
Storie, Ron Herman. (Back, l-r) Pat Weilnau, Kathy
Stokes, Geri Pehta, Jeff Thrall. (Not present: Kathy
Carman, Phyl Contestable, Wendy Durham, Karen
Godshall, Linda Grocki-Bareham, Maureen Keese,
Susan Kuter, Cecilia Maffett, Marianne McClellan, Mike
Mehserle, Mary O’Connor, Karen Philson, Barbara Price,
TJ Richardson, Rose Richter-Heppner, Joyce Yacono)
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Make All the Difference
Scholarships

Meet Renee Mancuso
If you haven’t yet had the chance to meet
Transportation Director Renee Mancuso,
you have something to look forward to.
Mancuso is energetic, positive and excited
to be part of the district. “I always wanted
to work with kids,” she said. “Now I
have the wonderful opportunity to make
connections across the board, from kids
and their families to other community members, teachers,
administrators and staff. It’s the best of all worlds!”

Churchville-Chili seniors Adriana Haitz and Stephen
Nicolazzo each received a $5,000 Make All the Difference
Scholarship from the Monroe 2–Orleans Educational
Commitment to
Foundation. They were chosen for excelling in their
nontraditional paths through K-12 schooling. Haitz plans
to build a career as a certified nursing assistant; Nicolazzo will pursue
professional training in heavy equipment operation and maintenance.

Goals

Faculty & Lee Cup Awards

She joined our transportation team this March and has been
working closely with current Director Jeff Thrall, who is retiring
this summer after 13 years with the department. “Everyone
has been so welcoming,” she said. “I’m looking forward to
continuing all the great relationships and well-established
practices that serve our students and community so well.”

2019 Lee Cup Award
winner Trevor Calus
(l) and Faculty Cup
Award winner Lydia
Todd (r) exhibit
strong academic
achievement,
character, citizenship,
leadership,
participation and
responsibility.

“We need to be lifelong learners ourselves,” she said,
“constantly advancing our skills by learning something new.”
There are several professional development opportunities
planned for staff in emergency and advanced special needs
safety procedures.

NGA Awards

Mancuso, who has a bachelor’s degree in psychology from the
University of Buffalo, has been in school transportation for six
years. Most recently, she was head bus driver at Fairport CSD.
She lives in Gates, “very close to the border with Churchville,”
she explains, with her three canine “fur babies.”
“We just received an email this morning from a parent who
wanted to let us know how much their child loves their bus
driver,” she said. “Talk about a rewarding job! Every success
is really a group effort. We have over 100 transportation
team members — drivers, attendants, mechanics and office
personnel. Everyone pulls together with one focus: getting
students from home to school and back again, safely.”

We were proud to recognize our many students at the Ninth Grade
Academy for excellence in academics, physical education, leadership,
character and integrity. Here, teacher Rita Pencille presents the ChurchvilleChili Education Association Awards to Allison Draper and Jesse Ward.

Senior
Decision Day

It was a chance for the Class of
2019 to share their plans for the
future and celebrate together.
Exit surveys show that 54% will
go on to 4-year college, 32%
to 2-year college, and 2% to
vocational programs; others may
join the military (3%), enter the
workforce (6%) or take a gap
year. Whatever they do, we know
they are well-prepared to go “Off
to Great Places,” and we wish
our Saints the best.
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Meet our Top Ten Seniors

(Front, l-r) Jennifer Zambuto (#3), Lilly Gleason (#5), Jennifer O’Brien (#6), Sarah
Naramore (#9), Molly Rowe (#10).

Outstanding senior
Well done, Asha Charles!

(Back, l-r) Joseph Territo (Valedictorian), Serafina Wezelis (Salutatorian), David
Perkins (#4), Jenna Guyette (#7), Gregory Czolgosz (#8).

Asha Charles earned the Superintendent’s
Outstanding Senior Award, given to a senior
who has strong academic achievement,
character, citizenship, leadership, participation
and responsibility. This student is a positive
example to peers and has been chosen
by Churchville-Chili Central School District
Superintendent Lori Orologio.

National Small Business Week
The Churchville-Chili High School students, all aspiring business owners,
listened intently to the small business owners and financial experts at
the Chili Fitness Center. They wanted to know how these professionals
had trained for their careers, what their career paths had been, how
they made important business decisions and business plans, where
they found financing and guidance, and what the challenges are in
owning a business. Students had a chance to question Fitness Center
co-owner Maureen Howard, along with co-owner and real estate broker
Bill Howard, plus tenants that included a mortgage broker, an architect,
a chiropractor, a salon owner and a financial advisor. Financing was
discussed with the manager of a local Key Bank.

March of the
Senior Saints
All three of our elementary
schools proudly hosted
members of the Class of 2019
on June 7 for this favorite
pre-graduation event. Shown
here, garbed in their formal
caps and gowns, former
Chestnut Ridge students shared
smiles, high fives and
good memories with
delighted younger
students.
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Students were visiting the Center as part of the district’s
participation in National Small Business Week, May 5-11. This is
the third year the district has collaborated with Monroe County and
ACT for Education in establishing educational partnerships with
local small businesses, allowing students to network and learn from
a wide variety of business authorities.
“We’re very grateful to all of the business people who have taken
time out to speak with our young people,” said Maher. “They are
making a lasting impact for our neighborhoods by helping young
people become successful, productive community members.”
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CES sends warmth
to new arrivals

Tomorrow’s inventors
and entrepreneurs

Commitment to

Learner-Centered

are in our classrooms today

Churchville Elementary School teacher Jennifer
Principles
Brush’s second-graders recently made comforting
baby blankets for newborns, to be donated to the University of
Rochester Golisano Children’s Hospital neonatal intensive care unit
(NICU).

Students at the Middle
School have put their
creativity to work on
a technology that has
challenged engineers
for over 50 years:
magnetic levitation
transportation systems
or maglev, for short.
Maglev vehicles use
superconducting
magnets to counter
gravitational pull,
resulting in cars or
Student teams built their vehicles, experimenting
trains that float above with materials. Most failed, but were rebuilt, tested
again and refined. Students loved the exercise.
the road or tracks.
They said, “Frustrating, but really fun!” “We just
They use no fuel,
kept trying different things until it worked.”
need no drivers, are
exceptionally safe and travel at speeds as high as 375 mph.

Brush and her husband Tim have been involved in supporting the
NICU and the Pediatric Social Work Department since 1999, in
memory of their late daughter. When fellow CES teacher Amy Ciszak’s
son was born prematurely in 2018, the two families helped raise over
$9,300 for the NICU in his honor. The two teachers coordinated this
blanket project, with help from Ciszak’s mother, Nancy Palermo, and
student teacher Brooke Hare, to give their students a way to learn
about community service by connecting emotionally to vulnerable
children and their families.
Before beginning, the class took some time to discuss how difficult it
is to have a baby in the hospital. They talked about how even small
gifts, given in love, can make a big difference for people. Afterwards,
they each wrote short personal notes of encouragement and caring to
the families who would receive the blankets.

Teachers Josie Cancilla-Spadafora and Lockley Platt, with help
from Instructional Coach Andrea Lynch, combined their students’
exploration of magnets with an introduction to the Engineering
Design Process: Ask, Imagine, Plan, Create and Improve. The
resulting lesson was a brainstorming collaboration among young
minds, focused on inventing a working maglev vehicle.
“By teaching grade-level standards in engaging ways and preparing
kids to be resilient and open to new ideas, we give them the tools
they need to make the impossible possible,” said Cancilla-Spadafora.
“We want them to see that they each have unique talents that can
solve problems and make the world better.”

“One of the most important things we can do here is to help children develop
values and grow strong character,” said Brush. “These kids sincerely want to
help. We’re very proud of their efforts.”

Trout
in the
Classroom

In October of 2018, fifth- and sixth-graders at the Middle
School began a Trout in the Classroom experiment.
Teachers Patti Saucke and Kyle Poag guided students as
they hatched 150 trout eggs and carefully raised them.
This spring, more than a hundred healthy fish were
released into Oatka Creek.
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“The project gets kids personally involved and invested,” said
Saucke. “They’ve learned about the negative impact people
have had on nature with pollution and habitat loss. But they
also see that by respecting the environment, they can help
change things.”
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Art to welcome the weary

Just a few of the talented artists who created
this exuberant artwork at CRS.

Created collaboratively by many artists,
the FRS artwork was signed by them all.

When Ronald McDonald House Charities put out a call
to schools in Monroe County for original artwork to hang
in their renovated guest rooms, our art teachers stepped
up. CES’s Anne Clancy, CRS’s Ariana D’Angelo, the High
School’s Cheryl Simon, and Gretchen Foehner, who
teaches at the Middle School and FRS, all presented
their excited students with the unusual assignment.
The five finished paintings by C-C students, along with
work from 10 other local school districts, were formally
unveiled at a grand opening celebration, hosted by
RMHC’s President and CEO Kelly McCormick-Sullivan.
Scores of visitors toured the welcoming new facilities
and admired the original artwork.

Taking a deep dive into clean water
Fifth-graders at the Middle School were recently able to explore the importance of water as a
resource. Special guest Kaeti Stoss, program director for Delta Environmental and an expert
on water filtration, spoke about the unexpectedly high amount of water we use every day, the
vital part water plays in building healthy ecosystems and the many threats to water quality. She
then introduced the concept of pH and described the effects acid rain has on waterways. She
explained that many people regularly test our local waters to help keep them safe. Students had
the chance to test several water samples themselves with lab equipment Stoss had supplied.
Teacher Jennifer Loria’s students continued their water investigations in the classroom, searching
for ways to effectively filter different types of sediments and potential toxins from contaminated
water. Using the engineering design process, they initially tested filtering materials like
screening, cotton, sand or cheesecloth, collected data and made logical comparisons. Then
student teams brainstormed ideas for building better filters. They tried different construction
methods, and tested; adjusted their builds, and tested again. Ultimately, our students are
learning to be curious, observe the world around them, make creative connections, and be
endlessly persistent in their search for better solutions.

SPORTS

2019 Career Athlete Award
winners: Benjamin Davis
(tennis) and Serafina Wezelis
(volleyball, bowling). Shown,
l-r: Boys tennis coach John
Iacucci, Davis, 2018 female
career athlete winner Haley
Arguien, girls volleyball
coach Matt Marchaesi,
Wezelis, bowling coach
Teresa Wormley.

Commitment to

Goals

Congrats to our two
Saints who recently
signed National Letters of
Intent: Will Zimmerman will play football for NCAA Division II Mercyhurst
University; Peter Kostarellis (shown here with his parents and coaching
staff), will join the Division I Tigers cross country/track program at the
University of Memphis.

2019 Athletes of the Year:
Ty Raines (wrestling) and
Isabella Orologio (volleyball).
Shown, l-r: wrestling
coach Justin Raines, 2018
male athlete of the year
Eric Lewis, Raines, 2018
female athlete of the year
Skylar Burgess, Orologio,
girls volleyball coach Matt
Marchaesi.
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Connections made, experiences shared
Churchville Elementary School secondgraders have been exchanging letters with
special friends at the Rochester Institute
of Technology throughout this school
year. Their beautiful handmade letters
are carefully decorated and painstakingly
written. Each has been answered in kind
by their own college pen pal. The Pen Pal
Project is the brainchild of RIT student Allie
Zeznick, who along with fellow RIT Honors
students began the project last year at
Chestnut Ridge School. This year, the
project expanded and included more than
100 second-graders and 85 RIT students.
After months of correspondence, a meetand-greet at CES began with beach balls
printed with questions, like “What makes
you angry?” and “What do you like to do?”
As balls were tossed around, participants
answered the questions and got to know
each other. Then, students and mentors

broke into small groups and made colorful
chew toys for dogs at Lollypop Farm out of
old t-shirts.
Principal David Johnson said, “I love to
bring programs like this to our kids. This is
a great age for young children to become
aware of what they can do to help others
and contribute to their community. The
RIT mentors have made a very positive
impact on the younger kids’ confidence and
communication abilities. Allie has done a
terrific job of coordinating this and making it
work.”

Students had a wonderful time learning about
ways they can give back to their community.

“I never dreamed that the program would
be as successful as it is,” said Zeznick, whose
mom is Lisa Zeznick, the district’s math and
science instructional coach. “It is really a
great way to help younger kids, and tie
into the reading and writing skills they are
learning at this age.”

Garden Volunteers Needed !

Help weed, water and harvest in the garden this summer.
It’s fun and easy, doesn’t take long and is a great family activity.
Sign up at www.cccsd.org/garden
Garden of the Saints is at 145 Fairbanks Road, right next to the Middle
School parking lot.

RIT student Allie Zeznick works on a getting-toknow-you activity with second-graders.

Save the Date!
Celebrate
Churchville-Chili
Sept. 13, 2019

