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District Goal:
The Safety and Security Ad Hoc committee met multiple times throughout the spring and 
summer to develop four surveys for students, staff, parents and community members. 
The purpose of the surveys was to obtain feedback regarding all areas of safety and 
security, including school climate, transportation, equipment, protocols and staffing. 
Specifically, there were questions regarding future employment of a school resource 
officer or SRO. An SRO is an active, armed law enforcement officer assigned to work 
within a district. 

The survey results were shared with the Board of Education in late September. It is 
important to note that 85-100% of the survey feedback indicated that our schools are 
safe, while many were also in agreement to enhance our current environment. The 
student and staff had a high rate of participation in the survey, while survey completion 
by parents and community was much less than anticipated.

Students Staff Parents Community

Response Rate 85.7% 56% 9.7% 2.2%

Climate: school is a safe learning/working environment 93% 95% 88% N/A

Staffing: security staff is visible and accessible during the school 
hours

97% 80% 66% N/A

Staffing: security staff is visible and accessible after school hours 94% 70% 71% 59%

Transportation: buses are safe to school and home 86% N/A 84% N/A

Policies and Procedures: current safety features create a safe 
environment

94% 95% 92%
77%  

(11% don’t know)

Policies and Procedures: visitor protocols create a safe 
environment

92% 98% 95%
86%  

(7% don’t know) 

Policies and Procedures: surveillance cameras maintain a safe 
environment

93% 97% 95%
89%  

(5% don’t know) 

Policies and Procedures: district maintains safe platforms and 
policies for use of technology

87% 
(8% don’t know) 

86% 
(8% don’t know)

84% 
 (9% don’t know)

N/A

Overall Survey Results

To sustain a safe 
school environment 
that actively seeks to 
prevent and does not accept 
behavior that hurts self or others.

Goals
 Commitment to

Students Staff Parents Community

Important to add SRO 67% 75% 76% 68%

Important to fund SRO N/A N/A 74% 67%

Buses should have GPS N/A 84% 77% 72%

Buses should have exterior cameras on stop arms N/A 91% 87% 76%

Safety Considerations for Enhancements

Next Steps for Safety and Security
The school budget for the 2019-20 school year includes funding for additional safety and security 
measures. Through the use of a survey tool, the Ad Hoc Safety and Security committee gathered input 
from our students, staff, parents and community on current safety practices and areas for consideration 
for enhancement. That data was presented to the Board of Education on September 24. Along with the 
information collected, and current heightened concerns over school safety, drug and alcohol use and 
emotional needs of our students, the board members have prioritized next steps, which will include 
collaborating with Monroe County Sheriff’s Office to create a contract for a school resource officer. Also, 
an additional social worker will be hired to assist our students and families. The board is dedicated to 
continue monitoring safety and security measures, including transportation safety features, which may 
be included in the upcoming 2020-21 budget. 
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We have had a very successful start to the 2019-20 school year. I would 
like to recognize the time and commitment of our staff members in 
preparation for a new school year. With the help of staff and administrators 

who participated in numerous interview committees throughout the summer, the 
Human Resource office hired over 70 new staff members for this school year! 

We celebrated the grand opening of the new playground at Fairbanks Road 
Elementary in late September with nearly 500 participants in their Color Run! Capital 
project work on the pool and athletic entrance continues. We anticipate the pool being 
ready for student use in the spring 2020 and open to the rest of the community next 
fall. The Churchville Elementary library was renovated with a new ceiling and updated 
lighting. Work is ongoing at the Transportation Facility to install new bus lifts and 
upgrade the fuel island. 

As we begin to plan for the 2020-21 school budget, the board is dedicated to continue 
monitoring safety and security measures. This includes transportation safety features 
such as GPS and stop arm cameras. It also includes assessing additional security and 
administrative staff at the elementary schools.

Another area of focus for the 2020-21 school year is to research and assess the 
potential addition of a Pre-Kindergarten program. The focus of the committee is to 
study program needs, staffing, equipment and related costs, while also determining 
possible funding sources and grants.

In closing, I’d like to share our success with one of our core goals, which is to graduate 
all of our students from Churchville-Chili. For the 2018-19 school year, 95% of our 
students (in district) graduated and 91% of our students earned a Regents Diploma. 
Of that group, 64% received a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation. The 
continued success is a direct result of a commitment to each student by our teachers, 
staff, administrators and families. Thank you!

Respectfully,

 

Lori Orologio 
Superintendent of Schools

First Day
2019-20

Safety and Security
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2019 Athletic Hall 
of Fame Inductees 
Churchville-Chili High School will welcome five new members to its 
Athletic Hall of Fame on Dec. 6, 2019. The ceremony will be held 
in the Middle School Gym C, after the girls’ basketball game (vs. 
Webster Thomas, which starts at 5:30 p.m.) at around 6:45 p.m. It 
will be followed by boys’ basketball (vs. Webster Thomas) at 8 p.m. 
Honored this year for their accomplishments and contributions to 
the school’s athletics program are:

• Alan Fodge – Class of 1968. Three-sport (baseball, basketball, 
soccer) athlete Fodge helped our 1965 soccer team win both the 
Monroe County division and Section V Class B titles with a 16-1 
record. He led the baseball team to two consecutive league titles 
in 1966 and 1967, and his batting average of .462 remains in the 
school’s Top Ten. In 1968, he was awarded the James Widener 
Memorial Trophy for outstanding athlete of the year, and went on 
to play soccer and baseball at the University of Rochester.

• Andre’ G. Fontenette – Class of 2000. As one of the best 
receivers and kick returners in school history, Fontenette set 
many school records in football. He was 1st team All-County 
(1998), 1st team All-Greater Rochester (1999) and was selected 
for the 2000 Governor’s Bowl. He received a scholarship to 
Syracuse University, played in the Insight.com Bowl in 2001 
and the Champs Sports Bowl in 2004. As a three-sport athlete, 
Fontenette also set our basketball school record for most assists 
in one season and was 1st team All-County and MVP of the 1998 
track & field team. He went on to coach both college and high 
school football.

• Rich Rose – Class of 1965. Churchville-Chili’s Outstanding Athlete 
of 1965 and three-sport (soccer, basketball, baseball) athlete, Rose 
was 1st team All-County on our 1963 soccer team that won the 
division title. He captained the team in 1964, again making 1st team 
All-County. He was the leading scorer at 19.7 points per game for 
the 1963-64 basketball team, which won the division title. He set 
many school records in both scoring and assists. Rose played soccer 
at Roberts Wesleyan College and was inducted into their Hall of 
Fame in 1995.

• Adam C. Steinwachs – Class of 1995. Steinwachs was All-County 
and won Section V titles in both indoor track and track & field. In 
1995, he was team MVP, Monroe County track & field champion 
in triple jump, Section V Class AA track & field champion in pole 
vault and triple jump, and our school’s Male Athlete of the Year. He 
also was the Section V Class AA track & field champion in the triple 
jump in 1994 and graduated with several school records. Some of 
these still stand today. He ran track at Ashland University where he 
was part of seven conference championship teams. He became a 
successful track coach before joining the U.S. Army.

• Jeff Winden – Class of 1990. Winden set school records and 
racked up honors and Section V titles in all three of his sports: cross 
country, indoor track and track & field. As the Section V Class BB 
individual champion in cross country in 1989, he is the only male 
in C-C history to accomplish this. He was 1st team All-County in 
track & field for four seasons and was our 1990 Male Athlete of the 
Year. Later, at SUNY Fredonia, Winden was a two-time All-American 
in both cross country and indoor track. He was inducted into the 
Fredonia Athletic Hall of Fame and the Section V Cross Country Hall 
of Fame.

The Churchville-Chili High School Athletic Hall of Fame is a reminder 
to our students, student-athletes, coaches and community members 
to appreciate our history and know that they can achieve great things 
if they work hard and set their goals high. 

Goals
 Commitment to

First Day
2019-20
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New York State’s Next Generation Learning Standards emphasize 
hands-on, inquiry-based activities that promote critical thinking. At 
Churchville-Chili schools, they are being built into the fabric of all of 
our classrooms, especially in the areas of science and math. 

“We’ve had a very deliberate timeline for implementation,” said 
Director of Curriculum, Assessment and Professional Development 
Sue Witter. “Since the standards were introduced in 2016, we’ve 
steadily built capacity. Our teachers are being trained and prepared. 
We’ve written new curriculum and rolled out new teaching tools every 
year. We are in full go-mode to ready our students for the new fifth- 
and eighth-grade science assessments, based on the new standards, 
which will be given statewide in 2022.”

The commitment shown by our teachers, and the supports given them 
by our team of instructional, technology and STEM coaches has been 
key in the district’s shift to inquiry-based instruction. Together, they 
have embraced the changes. 

Instructional Coach Andrea Lynch said, “Our teachers have developed 
successful initiatives like Middle School Career Connections, and 
Project Based Learning (PBL) lessons that incorporate the new science 
standards, like designing solar cookers, engineering packaging or 
testing water quality. The kids are more enthusiastic about learning 
when the exercises are meaningful and relevant to them.” 

One of the most important developments in 2019-20 is the full 
implementation of standards-aligned science kits in grades K-2. This 
marks the end of a three-year migration process to the new resources. 

Now, in addition to the wide range of teacher-designed PBL lessons, 
all teachers in grades K-5 have access to BOCES 4 Science kits, and 
grade 6 has FOSS science kits. 

Instructional Coach Lisa Zeznick said, “The kits provide a flexible 
framework and engaging tools for teaching required science units. 
Our classrooms are more active, more hands-on and student-
directed. Instead of the old sit-and-get model of learning, students 
can experience 3-dimensional science instruction that includes the 
disciplinary core ideas, plus a series of crosscutting concepts (like 
patterns or cause-and-effect), as well as science and engineering 
practices to guide their process.”

Math, too, is seeing major developments this year. In grades K-6, our 
latest standards-aligned textbooks include new features that help 
teachers deliver instruction in a more student-centered manner. In 
addition to learning all the vital standard math concepts, features 
like 3-Act Math invite students to apply their knowledge to relevant 
problems. Each lesson begins with a hook, or an interesting challenge. 
Then students are prompted to explore possible mathematical 
solutions. Finally, they share and validate their proposed solutions.

STEM Coach Kathryn Jensen said, “Learning is no longer just 
memorizing facts and formulas. It’s thinking about what you can do 
with the facts, how to transform and apply that knowledge to solve 
challenges and go to new places. That’s what makes science and 
math and everything else so exciting. That’s what we want our kids to 
learn.”

Progress Report: 21st century math and science

During a recent Career Connections, middle 
school students learned basic programming 
skills needed for a career in robotics.

C-C SHS student Chance Matyasovszky, who studies Residential 
and Industrial Electric at BOCES 2 Career and Technical 
Education Center, helped younger students understand how 
electric currents and circuitry work.Ca
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 Commitment to
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Welcome 
new staff 
members!
We were excited to add 
more than 70 amazing 
new certified and support 
staff members to our 
CCCSD community 
this school year. Our 
district recruits and 
hires exceptionally 
talented, experienced 
and dedicated people 
who truly love working 
with students. We value 
staff members who, 
regardless of their job 
or position, are happy, 
friendly and caring, and 
who share their positive 
attitude with others. 
Their daily interactions 
with students, families 
and coworkers have a 
huge impact and make 
our district a great place 
to work and learn. We 
are so glad to welcome 
them. Thank you all for 
joining us at Churchville-
Chili schools.

2019-20 Fine Arts Events Calendar

November

22 6-8 Musical: Singin’ in the Rain, Jr. C-C PAC 7 p.m.

23 6-8 Musical: Singin’ in the Rain, Jr. C-C PAC 7 p.m.

24 6-8 Musical: Singin’ in the Rain, Jr. C-C PAC 1 p.m.

December

4 SHS Band Concert C-C PAC 7 p.m.

10 CRS Concert C-C PAC 6:30 p.m.

11 5-6 Band Concert C-C PAC 6:30 p.m.

12 FRS Concert C-C PAC 6:30 p.m.

17 SHS Vocal Large Ensemble Concert C-C PAC 7 p.m.

18 CES Concert C-C PAC 6:30 p.m.

19 SHS Vocal Chamber Concert C-C PAC 7 p.m.

January

13 SHS & MS Orchestra Concert C-C PAC 7 p.m.

15 7-8 Chorus Concert C-C PAC 7 p.m.

16 5-6 Chorus Concert C-C PAC 6:30 p.m.

22 7-8 Band Concert C-C PAC 7 p.m.

30 5-8 Talent Show C-C PAC 7 p.m.

Thanks to our community for their 
support, and to Reese, Morgan and Teagan 
Greenlaw, who officially opened the first of 
our accessible elementary school playgrounds 
before the FRS Color Run on Sept. 28. The 
other new playgrounds will open in 2020.

FRS playground 
opens

CES Fun Run/Walk
Celebrating health and wellness  
in October.
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Goals
 Commitment to

Five years of growth, change and success for IB
Churchville-Chili High School introduced the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) Program in 2014. IB 
is a true college preparatory program, active in over 
140 countries and in more than 60 schools in NYS. It 
is academically challenging, but balanced, preparing 
students for success both at college and in life. We offer the 
rigorous two-year IB diploma program, along with the option to 
earn an IB certificate by choosing a´ la carte IB classes, which are 
open to all juniors and seniors.

Since its start, hundreds of our students have taken at least one 
IB class, and 88 percent of our diploma candidates earned the 
IB Diploma. Our IB teachers also continue to learn, taking IB 
certification training to ensure that their teaching aligns with the 
high IB standards. 

As we enter our fifth year, here’s a look at the program, the plans 
for the future, and how IB at Churchville-Chili has changed more 
than a few lives.

“Taking IB classes made my transition into 
college so much easier. It also made me 
stand out incredibly as a freshman. This 
opened doors for me to develop great 
relationships with my professors, receive 
awesome job and internship opportunities, 
and much more.” 

—2016 IB diploma graduate

IB diploma candidates commit to the two-year diploma program 
as tenth-graders and begin IB coursework in their junior year. 
The diploma program includes several core requirements, along 
with a total of six IB courses. In 2019-20, there are nine students 
participating in our IB diploma program, a number typical of IB 
participation at other school districts in our region. 

A commitment like this is a lot to ask from sophomores. Program 
Coordinator Kelley Fahy said, “One of our challenges going 
forward is making sure that students and their parents have the 
information they need about IB to help them make such a big 
decision. We’re working hard to increase our communications 
around this.”

Any junior or senior can also choose to take one or more of the IB 
courses. This year, more than 300 students are taking IB classes. 
We offer 13 IB courses, which run according to student interest. A 
partial list includes Language and Literature, History, Psychology, 
Business Management, Spanish, French, Chemistry, Mathematics 
Applications and Interpretation, and Visual Arts. Over the years, 
we have listened to student feedback, adding course choices 
and raising the degree of rigor in certain subjects. Completed IB 

coursework may translate into college credit or affect admission or 
scholarship decisions.

“Earning an IB diploma was a driving factor 
in the scholarship money I received for 
college. This made it possible for me to 
attend a private institution for four years!”

—2016 IB diploma graduate

There are many misconceptions about IB, and Principal Scott 
Wilson would like to clear at least one of them up. He said, “IB is 
not about being the smartest kid in the classroom. IB classes are 
for goal-oriented students who want to be well-rounded, life-long 
learners, and are willing to work really hard to achieve that.”

“IB (to me) is all about the learning 
approach. To be successful in its 
curriculum, it’s not about having specific 
facts, it’s about understanding concepts 
and developing individual interpretations 
and analysis of the topic at hand.”

—2018 IB diploma graduate

The IB program has made a significant difference for the diploma 
graduates and for the scores of students who have benefitted 
from the college-level work they have done in IB classes. Most 
importantly, the IB concept is making a mark on many more of 
our students, whether they take IB classes or not. Teachers have 
incorporated elements of the IB approach into non-IB classes, like 
geometry, English or LOTE. These range from asking art students 
to research artists and then “reflect, compare and contrast” them, 
to using open-ended questions or command terms in social 
studies to help students see nuance and tolerate uncertainty. As 
Fahy explained, “The goal is to help all of our students become 
more reflective and mature, to think more deeply about life’s 
challenges and to be active in their community.” 

As the district continues to grow the IB program, we are asking 
parents and community members to complete a 12-question 
survey related to perceptions and awareness of the program.  
We are accepting responses through Friday, Nov. 22. The Google 
survey can be found here: www.cccsd.org/~/IBsurvey.
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Stop sharing false 
information about vaping
“Kids don’t want scare tactics,” said High School Counselor Tracie 
Swalbach. “If we say something is bad for them, they want to know 
why. They want a truthful explanation. They deserve to hear the real 
facts about vaping.”

Vaping is not just against school policy; it is illegal for anyone under 
18. If caught vaping in our schools, suspension is mandatory. The 
challenge is to help kids long before things come to that. 

“Vaping products are available everywhere in our community,” 
Swalbach said, “along with dangerous misinformation about their 
safety. Our schools are the frontlines in educating children about 
vaping. Healthy decision making is taught at the elementary 
schools. In middle school, kids are introduced to the dangers of 
vaping and other chemicals. They explore Truth vs. Myth in FACS 
classes. There is a coordinated effort in high school health and 
physical education classes to share the hard truth with students. The 
whole school community can work together to prevent vaping by 
knowing the concrete facts and being prepared to answer student 
questions with research-based information, not fictions.”

“Every young person who vapes has a different motivation for 
getting involved,” she said. “It might be peer pressure, stress or 
addiction; it’s different for everyone. The solutions are all different, 
too. When kids come to us for help, we can help them find a path 
out of trouble.”

It’s never too late. The district is currently developing new 
educational tools to help suspended students learn how to make 
better choices.

SHS Link 
leaders used 
the fresh 
air and fun 
to build 
mentoring 
relationships 
with their 
freshman 
“peeps” 
that will last 
throughout the 
tough first year.

Add it up: 
a beautiful 

day in 
September, 

an awesome 
freshman 
class, and 

more than 40 
enthusiastic 

Link Leaders. 
You’ve got 
the annual 

NGA Kickball 
Games!

LINK Leaders

Celebrate Churchville-Chili Thank you to the hundreds of volunteers, students and families who 
attended our community event on a breezy evening in September.
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Enhanced Star 
Exemption
Due to recent legislative changes, anyone 
wishing to receive the Enhanced STAR 
Exemption must verify their income annually. 
Even if you have received this exemption 
in the past, you are required to participate 
in the STAR Income Verification Program 
through the NYS Tax Department. If you 
have questions about this change or the 
exemption application, please contact your 
town assessor.

Lead Testing Statement
In September 2016, NYS enacted legislation 
requiring public schools to test water systems 
for lead contamination. 

All fixtures in the Churchville-Chili School 
district have been tested and are in 
compliance with the NYS regulations. We 
will retest in 2020. If you have questions, 
please contact the Buildings and Grounds 
department at 293-1800, Ext. 2360.

Pesticide Statement 
As per School District Policy 5634, pesticides 
will not be used on playgrounds, turf, athletic 
or playing fields, in effect, all lawn areas 
around our schools.

An exception may be made for an 
emergency application of a pesticide only 
when approved, in advance, by the School 
Board. If you wish to be notified if a pesticide 
is used, please contact the Buildings and 
Grounds department at 293-1800, Ext. 2360.

Churchville-Chili LINK newsletter 
recognized by NYSPRA

Celebrate Churchville-Chili

Last year’s total redesign of The Link, and the special Link 2019 
Budget Edition both received coveted Awards of Honor from the 
New York State Public Relations Association (NYSPRA). 


