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“Great art and wonderful music-making don’t happen by accident or 
without work,” said Churchville-Chili Director of Fine Arts Jeffrey Smith. 
“It’s not magic. There is a process to creating art; a mindset to being 
an artistically literate person. The NYS Learning Standards for the Arts 
that our teachers have been implementing in their classrooms provide a 
universal structure for students as they explore the arts in many different 
ways.”

The new Standards for the Arts use four key areas 
to define how our students engage in their arts 
learning and exploration:

• Creating
• Performing/Presenting 
• Responding 
• Connecting

“By and large, our programs have been addressing these exact issues for 
many years,” said Smith, “so implementation has been a repositioning 
and refining effort for us. We’ve examined existing curriculum for any 
gaps and are adjusting by adding more opportunities for students 
to synthesize their learning through the process of creating. Most 
importantly, we want students to understand, focus on, and value the 
creative process, not just the final product.”

Last summer, the district’s K-12 music and art staff worked together to 
reimagine almost 80 percent of the fine arts curriculum, and align it to the 
new standards. One of the goals was to make the learning processes and 
objectives more explicit for students, and to define for them what success 
looks like. The results can be seen across our schools.

At the High School, one of the most challenging instructional shifts for the 
visual arts, PRESENTING, is being partially addressed with the creation 
of digital portfolios. Every student taking any art class learns how to 
present their work professionally. Along the way, they are learning how to 
RESPOND to the art of others, to understand and to critique.

Opening young minds to the 

“Big Ideas“

continued on pg. 6



M
es

sa
ge

 fr
om

 th
e 

Su
pe

rin
te

nd
en

t

Churchville-Chili Central School District Budget Presentations
2018-19 Budget

Date Time Location Target Audience
(anyone can attend any meeting)

Thursday, 5/2
8 a.m. 
2:50 p.m.

Chestnut Ridge School Cafeteria
Middle School North Auditorium

CRS Faculty
5-8 Faculty/CO Staff

Friday, 5/3 8:20 a.m. Churchville Elementary Cafeteria CES Faculty

Monday, 5/6 6:30 p.m. MSN Library 
MSPTO and FRSPA
(Will meet separately after presentation)

Tuesday, 5/7 7 p.m. Boardroom Open Board Meeting – Budget Hearing

Wednesday, 5/8 9:40 a.m. Transportation Building Transportation Staff

Thursday, 5/9 8:20 a.m. Fairbanks Road School Cafeteria FRS Faculty

Monday, 5/13 6:45 p.m. CES Cafeteria CESPA

Wednesday, 5/15 7 p.m. CRS Library CRSPTO

Thursday, 5/16 2:05 p.m. SHS Cafeteria 9-12 Faculty

Tuesday, 5/21 Noon-9 p.m. MSN Cafeteria, door 31 Budget Vote

Dear community,

As we do every year, the Board of 
Education and district administrators 
are working together to build a budget 
for the next school year. Right now, we 
are assessing, discussing and proposing 
budget items including staffing, 
equipment and supplies for the 2019-20 

school year. The Board is currently reviewing each section of 
the proposed budget with a target date for their approval on 
April 9. 

One area of focus will be to review and evaluate our safety 
and security staffing, procedures/protocols, equipment, 
facility, policies and resources with the help of an ad hoc 
district committee. This committee will survey and compile 
student, parent, staff and community input and ultimately 
share the findings with the district safety committee and 
Board of Education. 

Specifically, survey questions will:

• obtain perception of safety in our schools and on school 
transportation;

• seek input to assess adequate amount of security staff 
and collaborative role with administrators to address 
concerns;

• determine the need or sentiment regarding hiring a 
School Resource Officer;

• gather feedback regarding facility and capital project 
improvements for safety;

• and, understand priorities for safety and security 
measures and policies

The committee’s work will begin in late March and completion 
of reports will be shared in late September or early October. In 
anticipation of potential safety and security measures, funding is 
being proposed in the upcoming budget.

After the Board approves a budget in April to present to voters, 
Frank Nardone, our assistant superintendent for business services, 
and I will be sharing the details of the proposed budget at several 
presentations. A list of these presentation dates can be found at 
the bottom of this page. I hope you will be able to come to one 
of these presentations or access the proposed budget information 
on our budget webpage. The school budget vote is scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 21, 2019.

I would also like to take the opportunity to update you on our 
current Capital Improvement Project, which includes the pool, 
Athletic Entrance, and Transportation Department. The project 
also included the synthetic turf at the stadium which has been 
used throughout the current school year for athletic practices and 
contests as well as physical education classes. The work at the high 
school to install a new eight-lane pool and athletic entrance is on 
schedule, with the first shipment of steel framing received and 
installed in February. 

The work at the transportation facility is planned to begin 
this summer. The facility will get new bus lifts, new motorized 
entrance gates, and new fuel tanks, pumps and a fuel canopy 
island. We anticipate the athletic entrance, pool and work at the 
transportation facility to be completed by the summer of 2020. 

We hope you take the time to come out and enjoy events at our 
facilities over the next few months as well as attend one of the 
presentations on the proposed 2019-20 school budget. 

Sincerely, 

Lori Orologio
Superintendent of Schools
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Congratulations to our Triple C winners

High School and Ninth Grade Academy 
(l-r) with Principal Scott Wilson: Ashleigh Naugle, Kyle Louison, Savannah 
Perez, Christopher Bunk, Olivia Keefe, Betul Duru and Elissa Ostrander.

Middle School
(l-r) Cameron Vorndran, Brooklynn D’Ovidio, Harlem Rivera, Londyn 
Whitfield, Jaina Newman, Mackenzie Coccia, Audrey Ennis, Marli Simmons, 
Aiden Dailey, Michael DeBona and Dylan Percassi.

Chestnut Ridge Elementary 
School
Front, (l-r) CRS Assistant Principal Jennifer 
Dixon, Braylen Dilone, Kallie Weaver, 
Omare Akinpelu, Aaron Kpodjia Glikpanu, 
Kenadi Heeg, Riley Marra, Grant Marra. 
Back, (l-r) Kim Reap, Jessica Keipper, Holly 
Comas and CRS Principal Kimberly Hale.

Churchville Elementary School
(l-r) Aliyana Figueroa, Nicholas Anderson, 
MacKenna MacDowell, Abigale Wischmeyer 
with Assistant Principal Jamie Polhamus and 
Principal David Johnson.

Fairbanks Road School
(l-r) Tina Jones, Logan Vujanovic, Jamie 
Snook, Derek Turner, Jack Pynn, Mae 
Newman, Andrea Plumeri, Dominique 
Dunn, Mindy Keller and Rose Heppner.

Jennifer Zambuto (l) signed her national letter of intent for the Division Two Redhawks 
cross country and indoor track and field teams at Roberts Wesleyan College. The varsity 
scholar athlete plans to major in psychology. Two-time AGR selection and school record 
holder for career wins Ty Raines (r) has signed with the University of Buffalo’s NCAA 
Division One Bulls wrestling program. He will study mechanical engineering.

Senior Renee Guerin was awarded the Medical 
Illustration Award for her drawing, featured in RIT’s 
annual invitational exhibition Start Here. We are 
proud of all of our artists chosen to participate in 
the show: www.cccsd.org/StartHere
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Preparing students 
for a changing societyMakerspaces

Many of the jobs our children will be doing tomorrow don’t even 
exist today. As they enter the workforce, graduates will increasingly 
find a premium placed on innovation, imagining, creativity and 
problem-solving. This is the global economy that Churchville-Chili 
schools must ready students for, and our teachers are prepared to 
meet the challenge. 

District-wide, many of our teachers have been thoughtfully 
integrating problem-based learning and STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, art and math) concepts into their 
classroom instruction. The challenge is to meet or exceed the 
International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) standards 
for learning in the digital age. Our elementary schools have now 
begun plans to launch makerspaces: collaborative spaces where 
students gather to learn and share ideas, equipment and resources. 

Each of the district’s elementary schools will eventually create its 
own unique makerspace program. Teachers will have the option 
to use the makerspaces (or in some cases, bring makerspace tools 
into individual classrooms) for advanced hands-on projects for their 
students, aligned to all grade-level curricula. Projects might include 
coding and robotics, science and engineering experiments, fine 
arts projects and puppetry, or journalism and video production. 
Each school’s space will evolve independently, guided by teacher 
leadership teams and focused on their own community’s interests 
and needs. The shared goal in all the makerspaces is to encourage 
curiosity and help children learn lifelong skills, like teamwork and 
computational thinking.

Teachers recently had an opportunity to experience makerspaces, 
many for the first time, in an introduction presented during District 
Conference Day. Instructional Coach Andrea Lynch and Technology 
Specialist Megan Hugg, along with teacher experts Anne Clancy, 
Kathleen Andres, Jodi Piontkowski, Colleen Wilson, Ariana 
D’Angelo and Patti Saucke, with help from Lindsay Neumire and 
other Monroe 2–Orleans BOCES specialists, inspired our educators 
with the sheer variety of hands-on activities available for use with 

their students. Teachers learned the basics of how different tools or 
activities can be used to improve academic performance, build soft 
skills and empower learners to succeed. 

“Makerspaces are exciting and the kids love the approach,” said 
Lynch. “As our teachers have a chance to explore the tools, they will 
come up with infinite ways to incorporate them into their teaching. 
We will ensure that they have the help and support they need every 
step of the way.”

“It was a great beginning,” said CES Principal Dave Johnson. “This 
is a learning experience for all of us, and there’s a lot of enthusiasm 
about moving forward together and using these ideas to help our 
kids.” 

CES teachers 
experiment 
with 
Cubettos® 
and Keva® 
Planks.

CRS’s Open Mind 
Zone hosted 
its first learning 
event, Coding 
Unplugged. 
Students 
began with 
the vocabulary 

of coding: logarithms, bugs and debugging. They imagined the 
instructions needed to direct a robot to move plastic cups and place 
them into a pattern: pick up, move forward and put down. They 
worked in teams, writing simple code, then became “robots,” testing 
the code instructions to see if they worked.

At CES, a popular video recording studio is available in 
the library for monthly shows. Principal Dave Johnson said, 
“Ultimately, the form our makerspace takes will be determined 
by our teachers and their students as they work together to 
decide what works best for them.”
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Putting a 
new spin 
on Math
Math manipulatives 
At the Middle School, the district has 
introduced a system of learning that uses 
manipulatives to help students grasp complex 
mathematical problems more quickly. 
Manipulatives (concrete objects, that can be 
touched and moved, that aid in equations, 
fractions and multiplication) help students 
visualize math concepts. At the Middle 
School, teacher Brittany Fitzgerald is using 
manipulatives to introduce her seventh-grade 
class to algebra.

“Equations are like balances,” she explains 
to her class. “Each side must be equal to the 
other.” She demonstrates by moving red cubes, 
representing positive integers, to both sides 
of a scale. “If I replace the cubes on one side 
with this single unmarked blue figure, which 
represents a variable called X, then we know 
that X is equal to the total number represented 
by the cubes sitting on the other side.”

The math progresses from simple to 
challenging, and one by one, little mental light 
bulbs go off as students grasp the processes. 
They will soon be solving difficult equations 
like 2(2x+3) = x+12 using only paper and 
pencil. Students have been quick to adopt the 
method. Comments include: “This is much 
easier. Very hands on, more visual.” “I can 
solve harder, more complicated equations than 
I could solve before.” 

Churchville-Chili schools have been incorporating versatile new tools at all grade levels to make 
learning math more accessible and creative. We hope to encourage students to explore STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, art and math) fields in preparation for 21st century jobs, while 
also developing lifelong learning skills like teamwork, creativity, logic and problem solving. Our 
classrooms are filled with innovation and many different approaches to learning mathematics. 

Rate x Time = Distance
At the Ninth Grade Academy, teachers 
like Nancy McMahon have expanded their 
teaching mindsets by collaborating with 
peers and adding new tools, like Sphero® 
BOLT™ robots. Recently, she joined 
forces with Library Media Specialist Becky 
Leathersich and Instructional Technology 
Specialist Megan Hugg to design an 
engaging introduction to computer coding 
within the required standards of the math 
curriculum.

NGA algebra students were challenged 
with programming the little robot spheres 
to roll around the perimeter of large paper 
trees, navigating multiple stops and turns, 
each with different angles and distances. 
The ninth-graders broke into teams and set 
to work with protractors, rulers and critical 
thinking skills, to code directions based on 
algebraic equations for the robots to follow.

“It’s a unique, hands-on way for students 
to understand math equations,” said 
McMahon. “They can program with a 
number of variables, including speed, to 
see how each change effects the result. The 
best thing is that students have a greater 
willingness to work together, to think 
creatively and to experiment – all skills that 
are vital to their future success.” 

Learner-Centered 
Principles

 Commitment to

Middle School students employ manipulatives to 
understand complex algebraic concepts.

NGA students learn that collaboration takes a 
team, with each member bringing a different 
expertise or viewpoint to the table.

Teacher Nancy McMahon (left) helps students 
create code enabling their robot to travel the 
perimeter of the tree shape.

Improvise. 
Explore. 
 Move. 
Grow.

Many thanks to guest artists 
PUSH Physical Theatre for a great 

performance and to Artistic Director 
Darren Stevenson for fabulous 
workshops for all of our Dance 
students. It was a joy to learn 
new ways to express ourselves 
through movement.
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Cheryl Simon, teacher for the entry-level computer design course, 
Media Arts, is integrating the standards of CREATING and 
PRESENTING by adding animation to all learning units. “We had 
been primarily focused on art for print,” she said, “but now we’re 
using Adobe® Animate to introduce time-based animation. For 
instance, students use traditional drawing techniques to create 
original illustrations of insects. They scan the art, bring it into the 
animation software, add a background and create realistic motion. 
By giving students introductory experiences like this, they are better 
prepared for more advanced courses.”

In Gretchen Foehner’s third- and fourth-grade art classes at 
Fairbanks Road School, students CREATE, CONNECT and 
RESPOND as they explore the cultural styles and art history of 
ancient Egypt. Students design and create personal, modern 
“artifacts” while they broaden their understanding of clay and 
painting techniques. Students explore the roles and responsibilities 
of museum curators as they critique their artifacts and 
collaboratively plan and PRESENT an exhibit.

Musicians, unlike most visual artists, are expert performers. At the 
middle school level, their challenge is learning how to RESPOND to 
many different kinds of music. During Jean-Marie Carroll’s General 
Music class, fifth-and sixth-graders are exposed to a curated 
collection of contemporary, classical and multicultural musical 
pieces. They listen to styles of music they may never have heard 
before. Using Google Classroom, they keep a listening journal, 
reviewing the music using standard criteria, then recording their 
thoughts on how the music CONNECTS to their own lives. 

Carroll’s students also create a digital video performance portfolio 
that includes activities like hand clapping games, ukulele, keyboard 
and rhythmic compositions, along with a final performance 
assessment. Students have the opportunity to review and 
respond to each other’s portfolios. This gives them the tools to 
reflect on their growth, and lays the foundation for future musical 
explorations.

Service to community is a value being 
learned and acted upon in all of our 
schools. At the elementary schools, 
the annual American Heart Association 
Heart Challenge community service 
learning programs and fundraisers 
are well underway. At Churchville 
Elementary, third-grader Grace 
Hasselberg presented her idea for a 
Canstruction® – a megastructure built 
with canned goods that will be donated 
to Foodlink. At the Middle School, 
student-led recycling measures are 
changing our daily practices with an eye 
to changing our world for the better. 

We’re all in this together

Students in teacher Chelsea Hill’s 5-6 Orchestra are gaining a 
deeper understanding of CREATING music and experiencing 
a more personal ownership of their music with improvisation. 
For instance, after discussion and in-depth analysis of musical 
dynamics, student partners choose a duet. They manipulate, 
rethink and rework the piece, PERFORM it for the class, and 
explain what inspired them to make the decisions necessary to 
reimagine the tune. Classmates RESPOND with feedback. “When 
students are encouraged to work together through improvisation, 
relatedness grows in conjunction with confidence and mastery for 
music literacy,” said Hill. “The potential for divine play to motivate 
learning is floodlit when students are comfortable taking risks.”

“Ultimately, the new state 
standards promote art literacy, 
which provides our young 
people a singularly unique way to express 
themselves and connect to and understand 
the world around them. It fosters a growth 
mindset and promotes creativity and 
perseverance. These are transferable skills 
that will, hopefully, inform and permeate all 
areas of their lives.”

- Fine Arts Director Jeffrey Smith

For more information, visit www.nyartsstandards.org/ 

Opening young minds to the “Big Ideas“ 
(continued from pg. 1)
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Spring Events Calendar
March May

7 FRS Band Recital FRS 7 pm 1
SHS Art Show 
Opening

SHS Atrium 7 pm

13 CES Band Recital CES 7 pm 7
5-8 Art Show 
Opening

Door 37 6 pm

13 CRS Band Recital CRS 7 pm 8 SHS Band Concert CCPAC 7 pm

14
CES Open House & 
Art Show

CES TBA 10 5th Grade Musical MS AUD 7 pm

14
FRS Open House & 
Art Show

FRS TBA 11 5th Grade Musical MS AUD 7 pm

21 CRS Musical CRS 7:30 pm 13
5th & 6th Grade 
Band Concert

CCPAC 6:30 pm

22 CRS Musical CRS 7:30 pm 16
7th & 8th Grade 
Band Concert

CCPAC 7 pm

23 CRS Musical CRS 7:30 pm 17
RPO Tiny Tots 
Concert

CCPAC 10:15 am

26
SHS Musical Senior 
Citizen Preview

CCPAC 5 pm 20
MS & SHS 
Orchestra Concert

CCPAC 6:30 pm

28
CRS Open House & 
Art Show

CRS TBA 21
7th & 8th Grade 
Vocal Concert

CCPAC 7 pm

28 SHS Musical CCPAC 7 pm 22
5th & 6th Grade 
Vocal Concert

CCPAC 6:30 pm

29 SHS Musical CCPAC 7 pm 23 CES Concert CCPAC 6:30 pm

30 SHS Musical CCPAC 7 pm 27
Memorial 
Day Bands 
Performance

Churchville  
& Chili

31 SHS Musical CCPAC 2 pm 28 FRS Concert CCPAC 6:30 pm

April 29 CRS Concert CCPAC 6:30 pm

5 Jazz Night 7 pm 30
SHS Vocal Concert 
- Large Ensembles

CCPAC 7 pm

11
Choral Honors 
Concert

CCPAC 7 pm 31
SHS Vocal Concert 
- Chamber 
Ensembles

CCPAC 7 pm

We’re all 
in this 

together

Building  
Our Future
Due to many inquiries regarding our 
school district providing a Pre-K program, 
we are set to kick off an ad hoc district 
committee in April to research quality 
Pre-K programs in our area. In the process, 
we will survey our families and community 
about the need for this program in our 
elementary schools. We currently provide 
full-day kindergarten, but we do not 
offer Pre-K. Given the potential budget 
implication and need to obtain grants 
and alternate funding, this committee 
will work throughout the spring, summer 
and fall with a completion date to present 
any recommendations to the Board of 
Education in early December.

We would like to thank Captain Doug 
Comanzo, MCSO, for his collaboration 
with our administrative team and security 
team members, and wish him well in his 
upcoming retirement. 
We look forward 
to our continued 
collaboration with 
incoming Captain 
Sam Bell as we work 
together to keep 
our schools safe and 
secure.

Thank  You!

Captain Doug 
Comanzo, MCSO
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We’re all in this together
Family and Consumer Science (FACS) students at the 
 Middle School are making a difference in our  
community by sewing cheerful pillowcases for  
children in treatment at Golisano Children’s Hospital.

When students enter the doors of Fairbanks Road School in the 
morning, their days suddenly get much brighter, thanks to the official 
FRS Greeters. Every morning, Greeters take their places in the halls, 
welcoming fellow students with big smiles, high fives and happy wishes 
for a “Good morning!” 

The program, led by counselor David Santangelo, began in October 
as a way to encourage leadership and empower students to make 
their school a better, happier place. It certainly seems to be working. 

Greeter Julian Lindsay said, “Every day should start 
with a smile. I just like making people happy.”

Start the day with a smile

Churchville-Chili Saints Sports Booster 
Food Truck Rodeo

Food, games, music and more

May 16 from 5-9 p.m.

C-C Middle School

139 Fairbanks Road, Churchville, 14428


